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PRINCIPAL'S UPDATE

It’s been another exciting term at West Lakes Academy. Students have taken part in so many fabulous learning
opportunities both inside and outside the classroom that it’s difficult to decide what to write about in a one page
summary! I have chosen, for this edition, to tell you a little more about the fantastic performing arts
opportunities that our students have taken part in this term.

Sixth Form students have been working with the National Youth Theatre to rehearse and perform a play as part
of the Connections programme. Students began rehearsing the script in October and finished this term with a
performance to a paying audience at the Theatre by the Lake in Keswick. The standard of their performance was
incredible, and you don’t have to take my word for it – the playwright herself attended the performance and
gave the students some fabulous feedback over the interval.

Our dancers have also been successful this term. The Dance Live team undertook the long journey to Sheffield to
take part in the Northern Dance Live finals this term and were awarded first prize. More important that the win,
was the attitude of the students throughout the whole process. They worked incredibly hard over a series of
months to rehearse their piece and to raise funds for the trip to Sheffield. Well done to all the team and to Mrs
Whitaker who has inspired so many students and other staff through her dedication to dance.

West Lakes musicians have also had a fabulous term. Year 7 students had the opportunity to visit a local music
recording studio and record their own piece. Music students from across different year groups also took part in a
vocal coaching workshop this term. They had an absolutely fabulous time and demonstrated the huge talent they
have between them. Look out for the Pop Choir’s upcoming performance at the Whitehaven music festival next
term.

I hope you and your family have a restful Easter break and are able to make the most of the warmer weather
that finally seems to be coming our way.

Yours faithfully

Abby Deeks  

Principal
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READING AT WLA

This term we have had many different reading celebrations to enjoy. Particular highlights have been National Storytelling

Week and World Book Day.

To celebrate National Storytelling week we had an exciting time guessing various masked readers. WLA staff hid their

identities, read extracts from their favourite authors and students used clues to guess their identities and discover who

the likes of the radish, lemon and Peppa pig were . Staff celebrated World Book day by dressing up as different

characters from many different stories. We all know how valuable reading is and it was lovely to see so many different

members of our team celebrating reading for pleasure. Amongst our staff we had a range of Mr Men & Little Miss

characters, the woman in black, The Mad Hatter, the tiger who came to tea, many different characters from the ever

popular Harry Potter and many more wonderful costumes. All of our students have enjoyed celebrating World Book Day

by taking part in a wide range of book themed activities in their tutor time programme. Alongside this, our students have

had access to the book fair in which they could peruse the latest popular books and make a purchase to enjoy at their

leisure.

In addition to our book celebrations we have been visited by the local charity Team Evie. Greg, the founder of Team

Evie, delivered a moving assembly sharing with our Y8 and Y9 students the aims of their charity- helping sick children

and their families. I was really pleased to see how mature, respectful, and kind our students were when listening to

Evie’s story and learning about how they could engage in a reading challenge to raise funds for our local hospital

libraries.

Student book clubs continue to grow in popularity. Our Year 7 & 8 are now devouring the 10 Spellbinding Cumbria

novels. They look forward to thrashing out which one is their favourite book and nominating it for an award.

We love to catch our students enjoying a book and have launched our latest rewards scheme, caught reading. It's never

been so popular to be caught with a book.

On a final note I would like to congratulate our latest book chat winner- Isla Bennett Y7. She has been quizzing staff

about their reading choices and shared these in the library. Well done Isla and enjoy your prize.

We look forward to celebrating more stories on the upcoming World Storytelling Day.



PREFORM

It has been a really exciting half term for the students who have created Preform; the academy’s new pre-loved
uniform shop.

Students worked together to develop the uniform shop through the Leading Change Project. They have worked with
local business mentors Natalie and Martin McCarron from Mitie to fully realise this dream.

The students had to create a new resource to support academy life addressing one or more of the UN sustainable
development goals. The students chose goals 10, 12 and 13.

In recognition of their hard work the Preform team recently visited Lakes College to celebrate their achievements and

to meet other leadership teams from local schools to share their initiatives. Students also listened to guest speakers

Daniel Braithwaite, Assistant Principal at Lakes College; Sarah Glass, Executive Director at the Centre for

Leadership Performance (CforLP); Gary McKeaitng, Head of Community and Development, Sellafield Ltd and the

event was chaired by Nicola Woollley, CforLP Secondary Programme Manager.

The uniform shop will be available at parents’ evenings, or through pre-orders directly to Miss Stabler.

Congratulations to all the students involved who exemplified all of the academy values and made Miss Stabler

extremely proud.

WEST LAKES ACADEMY NEWSLETTER
Spring Term 2023



YOUTH HEALTH CHAMPIONS

In November eight students from the academy took 

part in the Youth Health Champion Training Programme.

Over the course of two days students engaged with 

a variety of external speakers from a variety of health

and wellbeing

CADAS, Gambling

providers such as

Awareness, Youth Substance

Misuse and even had the opportunity to address

questions to the Director of Public Health.

Students will now use their expertise to develop campaigns

to support the welling of their peers at the academy.

The campaigns will focus on mental and physical

wellbeing.

HISTORY TRIP

Earlier this term, our history team and students in Years 11-13 visited Berlin. Students and staff had

an excellent time.

The visit enriched students' learning in the curriculum. During the visit, students navigated the S Bahn

rail network, visited Alexanderplatz, spent time at the Olympic stadium and other historic places such

as Checkpoint Charlie and the Brandenburg gate.

Students also spent some time at the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp and traced the steps of

the incarcerated which was incredibly sombre. They also travelled to the Wannsee Conference House

where the Final Solution to the Jewish question was decided with the Wannsee Protocol. In addition,

students toured various museums, such as the German Spy Museum, and visited part of the Berlin

wall.

Students and staff both thoroughly enjoyed the trip and have made incredible memories.
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THIS TERM IN SIXTH FORM

On Saturday 25th March 2023 some of our sixth formers performed at The Theatre by the Lake in

Keswick, for their connections performance.

Connections is the National Theatre’s annual, nationwide youth theatre festival. The programme is 28

years old and has a history of championing the talent of young people from across the UK. Every year,

Connections commissions new plays for young people to perform. The programme brings together some

of the UK’s most exciting writers with the theatre-makers of tomorrow. Our students performed ‘Old Times’

by Molly Taylor.

This was a fantastic experience for our student to be part of and each one was exceptional on the night. It

was an ensemble piece where both actors and production were as important as each other. The night was

topped off by the students meeting the playwright Molly Taylor, who praised them for the performance.

Red Nose Day

On Friday 17th March, students and staff took part in our

Red Nose Day activities. This included sixth formers and

staff wearing red for the day and tutor activities to show

the importance of the work Comic Relief does, not only in

Britain but the rest of the world. Over break time Mrs

Brown and the sixth form charity team put on a cake sale

to raise money for the cause.

Russell Group Conference

Fifteen highly aspirational Year 12 students attended a Russell

Group conference to help them make informed choices about their

next steps, and be successful in reaching these goals. Throughout

the day students learned about different courses at various

universities across the UK. They heard from a former West Lakes

Academy Student who went on to study at Oxford University, and

enjoyed asking lots of great questions. They studied the

application process and explored what they could be doing to

boost their chances of a successful application. The students all

benefitted from the day, with many saying it made them reconsider

their future choices, and feel more confident in making these

choices.
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SPOTLIGHT ON MATHS

We have had another incredibly busy and successful term in maths.

Our Year 10 Numeracy Prefects have continued to support our Year 8 Mathemagicans during their lunch time numeracy 

session; this has been mirrored with our Sixth Form Numeracy Ambassadors and Year 7 Mathemagicians.

We have seen exceptional results in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. Our Year 9 and 10 students have simply been 

brilliant!

We wish our Year 10 students luck in their forthcoming maths competition at St Joseph’s School in conjunction with 

Lancaster University.

Two of our Year 10 students are visiting Lancaster University to attend Maths Masterclasses. Several of our Post-16 

students have signed up for problem solving classes run by Lancaster University to deepen their understanding of Maths.

We celebrated Pi Day on March 14th. Year 7 - 10 had a host of fantastic lessons based on the beauty of pi.

We cannot wait for our Cultural Maths Day in the summer term to further learn about how maths links to different cultures 

and religions.




