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Our Values

XN

The academy values were chosen by West Lakes Academy students:
Respect

We will treat everyone with respect and tolerate everyone for what they choose to do and
believe in.

Resilience

We will push ourselves, be determined and keep going in the face of challenges.

Appreciation

We will appreciate the opportunities and experiences that come our way, be outgoing and
cherish life.

Freedom

We will be aware of our rights as a human being but respect and act on the responsibility
that comes with those rights.

Achievement
We will strive and have purpose and we will achieve. We will, all of us, succeed.

The academy values are celebrated throughout academy life to support our young people
to develop these virtues to enable them to apply these into daily life.

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form




What our students say

“Iceland, Berlin, Manchester, Ennerdale,
Newcastle, Preston, Carlisle, Birmingham

and more. All departments, from History to

PE helped me experience more than what

is on the curriculum. Coming to WLA Sixth
Form was an easy decision after spending all
of my lower school time here. They give you
the correct levels of independence whilst also
shaping your academics in order to achieve
the best outcome. Allowing me to choose two
subjects that | did not do in GCSE has allowed
me to go into the world of work | want to do
after my education which | am thankful for.
There are so many details that allow us to be
the best individuals we can when we come

out of the academy, from building up our CV
with leadership opportunities and building up
interview skills with mock interview day. | would
recommend West Lakes Academy Sixth Form to
any student who has aspirations to succeed.”

Ellen Sherwen

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Sixth
Form. The wide range of A levels and BTECs
available meant | was able to choose exactly
what | wanted to do for my future. Coming to
Sixth Form has opened me up to a lot of new
opportunities and experiences, such as trips
to different universities, being part of helping
younger years in sports, mock interviews
and helping younger pupils at lunchtime who
had issues adjusting to the new school. | feel
that the most important thing about coming
to Sixth Form is knowing | had teachers to
turn to if | was ever struggling with work or
something outside of school; knowing | have
that unconditional support from our Heads of
Sixth Form has made my time that much more
delightful.”

Poppy Lewthwaite

“The teachers at West
Lakes Academy always
encourage students to
reach their full academic
potential by making
themselves available

for students to ask
questions and are always
willing to help. They do
everything in their power
to answer the questions
including extra research
or extra reading into more
challenging queries. This
particularly helps students
doing exams as it furthers
their knowledge and
understanding as well as
giving them confidence
while sitting exams.”

Beth Blythe

“Seeing the
reputation of West
Lakes Academy’s
Sixth Form | knew it
was the only choice
for me, being at this
school from year

7 | believe that the
Sixth Form gives
you a head start

in any career or
further education
you wish to pursue.
| have received the
best advice for what
| want to do post
Sixth Form and |
would encourage
anyone to attend.”

Harrison

Cloudsdale

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form
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“l cannot express my gratitude enough for the
pastoral team especially not through words.

No matter what adversity, there has always
been an arm around my shoulder guiding

me to excellence. They have truly acted as

a second family, offering unwavering support
whether that has been within the classroom,
guiding my next steps or even with personal
life. West Lakes Academy Sixth Form is a

real community that has fostered my growth,
ambition and confidence encouraging me to aim
higher and believe in my potential. As a student,
| have been provided with an abundance of
opportunities such as extracurricular activities,
leadership roles and tailored career advice
preparing me not just for exams, but for life in
general.”

Jonas Rowell

“Joining West Lakes Academy Sixth Form has
helped me discover my true passion through

a range of trips, from visiting universities to
hiking up the Sélheimajokull Glacier in southern
Iceland. | knew | wanted to carry my education
further into university and the support | have
received in my post-18 decisions has helped
me achieve my dream of having conditional
offers for the Universities | have applied to. In
school, the Sixth Form is a great community
with lots of opportunities to grasp. Alongside
my classes | have helped with bake sales for
Children in Need, | have hosted sports days for
primary schools with friends and | have spent
my lunchtimes inspiring students in the Science
CREST award. This has helped me grow as a
person and understand what it feels like to help
others. | am grateful for the opportunities | have
been able to experience.”

Elliot Wagstaff

“Transferring into West
Lakes Academy Sixth Form
as an external student was
a simple and easy process.
The staff and students are
lovely people to interact
with. With an overwhelming
amount of subjects to
choose from and teachers
who provide great support,
it's a great experience.
Through being a student
here I've explored new
opportunities that have
been offered by the school,
such as university trips,
mock interviews and
assemblies with different
companies. The Sixth
Form is great at providing
the next steps into the
future.”

Haidee Trohear

A sixth form for success

About West Lakes Academy

Sixth Form

As a high performing sixth form centre, you will be
joining a sixth form where success is shown in our
results.

Many students go on to study at their top choice of
university or move on to higher level apprenticeships
and successful careers.

As a sixth form student you will have access to our
dedicated sixth form centre and learning area. Our
students benefit from state of the art resources and
technology and outstanding ICT resources including
Apple Macs and iPads.

Our specialism in science is supported by our sponsors,
UCLan (University of Central Lancashire as well as two
of the most important energy organisations in the UK;
the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority and Sellafield
Ltd. With their support we benefit from a £300k
engineering suite and their expertise gives students
valuable opportunities to engage in industry based
activities, both in and out of the academy. Our second
specialism in the arts is delivered in our performing and
expressive arts centre

The Sixth Form Team

We have a dedicated team to support you throughout
the sixth form, including two pastoral heads of year who
are responsible for your progress and welfare. You will
be part of a tutor group with students from your year
and your tutor will be your first point of contact for any
concerns you may have.

Miss Maria Stott - Interim Head of Sixth Form
Mrs Karis Orr - Pastoral Head of Sixth Form
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Life beyond the classroom

As well as giving you the best education possible we
want you to really enjoy your sixth form experience.
There are lots of opportunities to engage in extra-
curricular clubs including sports teams, science projects,
music lessons and performing arts.

There are opportunities for positions of responsibility
including Principal Student Leaders and our Student
Leadership Programme, which you must apply for in
writing and be successful at interview in order to join.
Student leaders are responsible for supporting the
academy in a range of different areas including teaching
and learning, student rewards and PR and events.

There are also opportunities to experience international
travel. Over the past few years, sixth form students
have taken part in exchanges to Japan and expeditions
to South India, Morocco and Tanzania. You can also
support younger students with their literacy and
numeracy skills and help to organise events for local
primary school children. Previously, our students have
helped to organise our hugely successful HarryPotter
and Sherlock Holmes themed days. Our students have
also raised thousands of pounds for local charities and
you will have the opportunity to continue this.

Your future

Throughout the year we hold a range of events

aimed at supporting you with your future choices.
Apprenticeship Day involves representatives from a
range of organisations coming into the academy to help
you understand the different types of apprenticeships
available, the application process and how to be
successful. We also encourage our students to apply
for the Dream Placement scheme organised by CfLP.
Previous students have been successful in gaining
placements through the scheme with organisations such
as Sellafield and NuGen.

We host our own UCAS information day where we
discuss the university application process with students
and parents. We also hold mock interviews and
guidance sessions on the university application process
with students. There is also the opportunity to attend an
Oxford and Cambridge student conferences

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form




A sixth form for success

Our Community

We enjoy a successful partnership with parents in
making sure that students meet our high standards of
appearance and discipline. Our community stretches
further to include local people and residents, businesses
and voluntary groups. Students play an active role

in their community through fundraising and voluntary
services. Our Sixth Form Council work both within the
academy and outside in the local community.

Our Skilled Staff

Students at West Lakes Academy are taught by a
team of skilled and enthusiastic staff in every subject
area. Our focus is on developing outstanding teaching
and learning and delivering excellent lessons. We

are committed to attracting and keeping high quality
teaching and support staff dedicated to your student’s
success.

Transition

We pride ourselves in offering a complete worry-free
transition process for all our Year 12 students. We
provide as much reassurance and information about
sixth form so there is a seamless start to the next
chapter of their academic life.

Each student who applies has a one to one interview
where they are supported in choosing the most
appropriate options based on their interests, grades and
future career choices. We run a sixth form taster day

in June where students can get a flavour of what their
chosen subjects will be like and get a feel for what sixth
form life is like.

Supervised Study

As part of their timetable, year 12 and 13 pupils have
study periods allocated. These are a silent study period
in which you will be supervised by a member of staff in
a classroom to complete your independent work, further
reading and revision. Our pupils have found these to be
hugely supportive and enable them to better manage
their non lesson time, meet deadlines and manage
their workload more effectively. Pupils have 3 of these
sessions per week and are expected to arrive prepared
to work, with the equipment they need.

Challenging All Students

The academy is committed to giving a personalised
learning experience to all of its learners. As a result

of this, we recognise the need to provide extended
provision for those learners whose mind-set is already
sufficiently resilient.

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form

XN

In all subjects across the academy, we aim to ensure
that students achieve the highest levels of attainment
and make exceptional progress in their time here.

We endeavour to provide a stimulating learning
environment, set challenging tasks and regularly review
learning with our students.

We enrich provision beyond the classroom by providing
a wide range of extra-curricular activities, visits and
enrichment opportunities. Core provision for students is
through quality teaching in the classroom. Staff training
is provided regularly to update and further develop
classroom practice.

Pastoral Care

We have a rigorous Anti Bullying Policy which was led
by our students. We believe in providing opportunities
for all, and have a positive Equal Opportunities Policy.

At the academy everyone is encouraged to achieve their
full potential regardless of background or gender. You
can see the results of this reflected in the achievements
of our students in examinations and awards.

Your Contact With The Academy

We believe that good links with parents are vital to help
students succeed. We have established a pattern of
parents’ evenings and information evenings to inform
parents/careers on their students’ progress and give
them the opportunity to ask questions.We inform
parents of academy events and report regularly on
progress and targets. We like to celebrate our students’
positive achievements through our termly reward
celebrations and also through regular phone calls home
or via our website and social media.

Teachers give termly updates to students and parents.
This information is based on the targets set for every
student based on thorough analysis of key stage 4 data.
We ensure targets are challenging and all students

are supported in achieving these aspirational targets.
We report on whether they are on track to reach these
targets using the professional judgement of teachers in
key stage 5.

Our website is updated regularly with news, important
notices, upcoming events and academy policies and
procedures. Parents are encouraged to regularly

visit the website and familiarise themselves with the
information available.

West Lakes Academy is a caring and welcoming school.
We have a pastoral system, which provides support for
students in many ways.

A sixth form for success

Students are placed in tutor groups which have a form
tutor who will stay with their group throughout their two
years at sixth form. Tutors get to know their students
well and are able to provide individual advice and
encouragement.

Sixth Form is led by a non-teaching head of year who
has responsibility for the behaviour and welfare of their
year group. They will work closely with student and their
families when problems arise. They can offer advice and
support and will monitor your student with regards to
their progress, achievement points, and attendance or
behaviour concerns. Each head of year is highly trained
in safeguarding procedures and works closely with a
large number of local and national agencies to ensure
effective and timely support.

West Lakes Academy recognises the importance of
providing an ethos and environment within school that
will help student to feel safe, secure and respected;
encourage them to talk openly; and enable them to feel
confident that they will be listened to.

Every child has a form tutor who sees them each
morning. The form tutor is the first port of call for

any worries or concerns. They will monitor every

child in their tutor group and discuss their progress

and achievements. We have a dedicated First Aid
Coordinator who is there to help anyone in the academy
with any health concerns. Ms Tuck will work with all
families of student who have ongoing health needs to
create a Healthcare Plan.

Praise Structure

We have a culture where praise, rewards and
achievements are accepted and celebrated across

our five values of achievement, respect, resilience,
appreciation and freedom. We regularly reward students
for a wide range of activities, both academic and
pastoral, through our reward system at the academy.
Students use their achievement points to donate to
chosen charities. Each week, members of staff nominate
their ‘Subject Learners of the Week’, “Tutor Star of

the Week’ and our Principal selects her ‘Principal’s
Learner of the Week’. Students love receiving these
rewards and getting praise from their teachers and
tutors. Achievements are also celebrated through a wide
variety of mediums, including our website, social media
accounts, newsletters and local press.

We also hold our Annual Awards event at the end of the
year to celebrate and reward the achievements of our
students. This is a formal evening attended by our staff,
governors, students and their families.
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Student Equality And Diversity

West Lakes Academy is a welcoming school where
everyone is valued highly and where tolerance,
honesty, co operation and mutual respect for others are
fostered. We are committed to the development of the
whole person within a supportive, secure and creative
environment. A broad, balanced and appropriate
curriculum provides equal opportunity for students to
maximise their potential regardless of age, sex, race,
religion or disability. We endeavour to promote positive
relationships with parents, governors and members of
the wider community.

At West Lakes Academy we aim to promote equality
and will tackle any form of discrimination and actively
promote harmonious relations in all areas of school life.
We seek to remove any barriers to access, participation,
progress, attainment and achievement. We take
seriously our contribution towards community cohesion.

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form




Subject choices

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form

Applied Science

PEARSON LEVEL 3 ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION BTEC
NATIONAL IN APPLIED SCIENCE (EXTENDED CERTIFICATE)

Sp€C1ﬁC entry requirements

Minimum entry requirements for Applied science: 5

X 9 to 4 results at GCSE , L2 BTEC Double award in
Applied Science at MERIT or DISTINCTION or at least
two grade 5s from any science GCSEs and a grade 4 in
Mathematics and English.

Content of the course

The new BTEC Level 3 Certificate offers a specialist
qualification that focuses on particular aspects of
employment within the appropriate vocational sector.
The BTEC Level 3 Certificate is a qualification which
can extend a learner’s programme of study and give
vocational emphasis. The BTEC Level 3 Extended
Certificate is broadly equivalent to one GCE A Level.

This Level 3 Qualification consists of four core units
(these are the mandatory units and must be covered
for the Certificate):

. Principles and applications of Biology (external)

. Principles and applications of Chemistry (external)

. Principles and applications of Physics (external)

. Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
(internal)

There is a choice of 2 optional units. The 1 optional we
have chosen to cover is scientific investigation skills
(internally assessed).

How is the course assessed?

50% is exams, 50% is coursework.

3 exams, 1 hour each which are sat in year 13 and
examine the Biology, Chemistry and Physics content
from units 1-3.

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

This course is designed to provide you with a specialist
work-related qualification. The course is perfectly suited
to anyone interested in entering the various science and
technical professions. This qualification uses science

in the workplace as a focal point and enables learning
to be as active, practical and work-related as possible.
Alongside this, it provides robust opportunities for you
to gain knowledge and understanding of a wide range
of subject areas relating to science and the science
industries. This course encourages skill based learning
in more specific science areas, for example you will
look at how labs are managed and the need to calibrate
equipment. It is essential that students on this course
are organised, to meet deadlines, are open to learning
new practical skills, good maths and written skills

in order to make calculations and write reports and
finally excellent communication skills are a necessity in
order to present information verbally and in writing for
assessment purposes.

In previous years students have used this qualification
to further their studies in nursing, midwifery, forensic
science and other analytical courses. It also allows for
entry into science based higher level apprenticeships
and employment.

Contact
Please contact Mrs H Brookbanks

brookbanksh@changinglives.education




Art Options

AQA A LEVEL FINE ART, ART, CRAFT & DESIGN, PHOTOGRAPHY,
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION, TEXTILE DESIGN OR THREE DIMENSIONAL DESIGN

The department offers AQA A Level Art specification.
Students can study the following titles: Fine Art, Art,
Craft & Design, Photography, Graphic Communication,
Textile Design or Three Dimensional Design. A-Level
title entry is according to the student’s own area of
expertise. The entry will be determined by the personal
route students opt for their investigation. Pick this option
in any of the 3 columns or multiple if you would like to do
more than 1 art based A level.

SpCCIﬁC entry requirements

WLA sixth form entry requirements and a minimum
Grade 5 in Art or Photography. Students who have not
studied an Arts subject before will be considered on an
individual basis.

Content of the course

During the course you will learn how to interpret and
convey ideas and how to develop your imagination
and creativity. The emphasis of the portfolio is the
development of understanding and skills using

an appropriate range of materials, processes and
techniques. You will be introduced to a variety of artistic
techniques and explore your own personal interests
and methods of working. At A-level you are expected
to demonstrate a greater depth of study and develop a
style that is individual to you, thinking about where you
want Art to take you.

The A Level course has two components; each of these
components allow personal responses and staff will
encourage you to work to your individual strengths, but
also challenge you to try new techniques and media.
Understanding and commenting on the work of other

- il =
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How is the course assessed?

Component 1: Personal Investigation is 60% of A-level
grade.

Component 2: Externally set assignment is 40% of
A-level grade.

Students are monitored throughout these components to
ensure quality, quantity and diversity of work.

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

Do you like exploring materials and experimenting with
media? Do you aspire to create something new and
unique? Do you want to develop your visual language
skills and understanding of art and its many disciplines?
Do you want to make something new? If you can answer
yes to these questions, Art is an ideal subject for you.

We aim to prepare our students for higher education
and a career in the Arts. It is our purpose to ensure all
students have the most striking portfolios, relevant to
the course of their choice for interview. The courses
available to students with arts A levels are endless
and include: fine art, architecture, television and film
production, interior design, fashion design, photography,
costume and theatre set design, make-up and
prosthetics, graphic communication and many more.
Therefore we adapt the course to meet the needs of
the individual. We have talented staff who are trained
in many disciplines but who also seek to acquire new
skills. This enables us to work to your interests and
develop the skills you desire for your future.

Contact

Please contact Mrs Lowrey
lowreyr@changinglives.education

Mrs Johnston
johnstonl@changinglives.education

Miss Blackburn
Blackburnf@changinglives.education

Miss McCombe
Mccombel@changinglives.education

to ask any questions or seek any further advice.

Biology

OCR A LEVEL BIOLOGY

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

For you to be successful in AS/A-level Biology you need
to have achieved five grades 5-9, including a grade 6 in

GCSE Biology or 6-6 in Combined Science, 6 in another
Science GCSE and a grade 5 in Mathematics.

Content of the course

The OCR A specification explores many different
branches of Biology and allows students to develop
an essential knowledge and understanding of these
different areas and how they link together.

First year of A-level

Module 1: Development of practical skills in Biology
including planning, implementing, analysis and
evaluation.

Module 2: Foundations in Biology, which includes

cell structure and division, biological molecules, DNA
structure, enzymes, biological membranes.

Module 3: Exchange and transport, which includes
exchange surfaces, and transport in animals and plants.
Module 4: Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease

Second Year of A-level

Module 5: Communication, Homeostasis and Energy,
which includes neuronal and hormonal communication,
plant and animal responses, photosynthesis and
respiration

Module 6: Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems,
which includes patterns of inheritance cellular control,
manipulating genomes, cloning, biotechnology,
populations and sustainability.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171736-specification-
accredited-a-level-gce-biology-a-h420.pdf

How is the course assessed?

The A-level course is assessed by three written exams

and will include multiple choice questions, short answer

question styles and extended response questions.

e Biological processes (01) and Biological diversity
(02) are 2 hour 15 minute exam papers worth 100
marks each. Both papers contribute towards 37% of
the final A level grade. Each exam paper will contain
content from specific modules from during the two
year course.

Unified Biology (03) is a 1 hour 30 minutes paper
worth 70 marks. This paper contributes 26% of the
final A-level and will contain elements from all six
modules studied over the two years.

Practical endorsement in Biology (04) is reported
separately to the final A-level grade and measures
student performance in the practical aspects of the
course, such as the ability to safely and correctly
use a range of practical equipment and ability to
present information and data in a scientific way. The
culmination of your efforts will give you a pass or non
classified alongside your grade.

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

AS and A-level Biology is an excellent academic
qualification that complements many subject
combinations. It is a challenging course and is classed
as a facilitating subject by Russell group universities.

Biology is a great choice of subject for people who want
a career in health and clinical professions, such as
medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy,
pharmacy, optometry, nursing, zoology, radiography,
environmental science, ecology, marine biology, forensic
science and many more.

Contact

Please contact Mr J Boardman
boardmanj@changinglives.education or Miss K Sanders
sandersk@changinglives.education to ask any more
questions or seek any extra advice.




Business Studies

BTEC NATIONAL LEVEL 3

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

Pupils can still study BTEC Business without any previous
GCSE business knowledge, provided they meet the
following requirements: At least 5 GCSE passes at grades
9-5 (minimum grade 4 in English and Maths). L2 Merit if
Business Studies was taken at GCSE.

Content of the course

BTEC National Business is a broad based qualification that
offers candidates both AS and A equivalent units. You will
have a chance to investigate key elements of business such
as Accounting, Marketing, Human Resources, Management,
Law, Administration and Retail in which you may wish to
specialise in the future. The course encourages students

to use and develop a range of transferable skills including
discursive and analytical techniques.

BTEC National Extended Certificate (One A level
equivalent): This Level 3 Qualification consists of four core
units plus two optional specialist units that you will study over
two years, i.e. 3 units each year. The four core units that
everyone will study are:

1. Exploring Business

2. Developing a Marketing Campaign.

3. Personal and Business Finance

4. Managing an Event.

BTEC National Diploma (Two A level equivalent): The
Level 3 BTEC National Diploma consists of the same four
core units plus four optional specialist units that you will study
over two years, i.e.4 units each year. There are 19 options to
choose from.

How is the course assessed?

The course is made up of four Units.

1. Exploring Business - Internally assessed

2. Developing a Marketing Campaign Externally assessed
3. Personal and Business Finance - Externally assessed
4. Managing an Event - Internally assessed

Each coursework unit has a deadline and within each unit
there are deadlines for each assignment. Students can re-
submit work by prior agreement with their teacher, to try and
obtain higher grades.

Completed assignments are awarded grades of Below Pass,

Pass, Merit or Distinction and a points score. At the end of the
course you are awarded an overall grade ranging from Below
Pass, up to Distinction* according to your total points score.

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form

Is this course for you and where could it

take you?

Business is a popular course option at Post-16. We have two
dedicated ICT equipped classrooms. Students are taught

by qualified and experienced staff. WWhatever your choice of
career, even if you become self-employed, you will be working
and involved in Business. This course will give you a valuable
insight into different aspects of how businesses operate. It is
a qualification employers recognise and value that will give
you a distinct edge in a competitive jobs market and will add
an extra dimension to your CV. The course provides excellent
preparation for students who wish to pursue a career in the
world of business or to continue on to higher education in this
field, where there is a wide range of opportunities to combine
the study of business with other academic interests.

The emphasis of the course is on the practical application

of business theories and concepts to current developments

in actual businesses. As such it will help you to develop
valuable research skills and an ability to work independently.
The course involves a variety of learning methods: group
work, presentations, industrial visits, and guest speakers from
industry and individual assignments.

This qualification will enable students to study business

in higher education at HND or degree level, the course is
recognised by universities and carries similar UCAS points
as any A Level Subject. The course will gain you a level 3
qualification that will open up a lot of career and business
related opportunities. During the past few years, many of our
students have gone on to study Business in higher education
and/or obtained employment with local businesses such as
Accountants, Project Managers and Solicitors. Some of our
recent students have progressed onto the following routes.

Business Related

» Business Marketing at Durham University

» Economics/International Business at Manchester
University
Business Management Newcastle University
Project Management Northumbria University
Sports Management Leeds University

Apprentices

+ Atkins Higher Level Project Management

» Balfour Beatty Business Admin

* Higher Level Project Management at GEN II
» Babcock Higher Level Project Management

Contact
Please contact Richard Harrington
harringtonr@changinglives.education

Chemistry

AS AND A LEVEL AQA CHEMISTRY

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

For you to be successful in AS/A level Chemistry you
need to have achieved: 5 grades 5-9 at GCSE, 6 in
GCSE Chemistry or additional science, 6 in another
science GCSE and a 6 in mathematics.

We also require AS/ A Level Maths qualification to be
taken alongside AS/A Level Chemistry.

Content of the course

The course explores Chemistry in three core areas, it
is split over two years and can be taken as an AS or A
level qualification.

AS and first year of A-level

Physical chemistry topics studied:

Including atomic structure, amount of substance,
bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical equilibria and Le
Chatelier’s principle.

Inorganic chemistry topics studied:
Including periodicity, Group 2 the alkaline earth metals,
Group 7(17) the halogens.

Organic chemistry topics studied:
Including introduction to organic chemistry, alkanes,
halogenoalkanes, alkenes, alcohols, organic analysis.

Second year of A-level

Physical chemistry topics studied:

Including thermodynamics, rate equations, equilibrium
constant (Kc) for homogeneous systems, electrode
potentials and electrochemical cells.

Inorganic chemistry topics studied:

Including properties of Period 3 elements and their
oxides, transition metals, reactions of ions in aqueous
solution.

Organic chemistry topics studied:

Including optical isomerism, aldehydes and ketones,
carboxylic acids and derivatives, aromatic chemistry,
amines, polymers, amino acids, proteins and

DNA, organic synthesis, NMR spectroscopy, and
chromatography.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/
chemistry-7405

How is the course assessed?

For AS level the course is assessed by two written
exams; these are 1 hour 30 minutes long and each

is worth 80 marks. The papers consist of 65 marks: a
mixture of short and long answer questions (65 marks)
and multiple choice questions (15 marks)

For A level the course is assessed by three written
exams: Papers one and two assess all three areas of
chemistry and relevant practical skills; they are both 2
hours long and are worth 105 marks each, combined
they account for 70% of your A level. Paper three
examines the entire course and is constructed of 40
marks for questions on practical techniques and data
analysis, 20 marks on testing across the specification
and 30 marks of multiple choice questions. The exam is
two hours long, worth 90 marks and account for 30% of
your A level.

You will also complete 12 required practical experiments
across the 2 years and be assessed in 5 skill areas
called CPAC’s. The culmination of your efforts will give
you a pass or non classified alongside your grade.

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

AS and A level chemistry is regarded as one of the
hardest academic qualifications but also one of the
most rewarding. It is classed as a facilitating subject by
Russell group universities.

Chemistry is a great choice of subject for people who
want a career in health and clinical professions, such
as medicine, nursing, biochemistry, dentistry or forensic
science. It will also equip you for a career in industry,
for example in the petrochemical or pharmaceutical
industries.

Contact

Please contact Mrs H Brookbanks
brookbanksh@changinglives.education

or Miss G Johnston johnstong@changinglives.education
to ask any more questions or seek any extra advice.
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Design and Technology

A LEVEL AQA PRODUCT DESIGN

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

Product Design requirements are a minimum of at least
a level 2 merit or GCSE 5 in a relevant subject , 5 for
Maths and 5 for English. Students who have not studied
a Technology subject before will be considered on an
individual basis.

Content of the course

Students will be able to recognise design needs and
develop an understanding of how current global issues,
including integrating technology, impacts on today’s
world.

Candidates should develop an understanding of a
broad range of materials, with emphasis on the life
cycle of products, manufacture and final disposal. This
specification also considers the broader issues for the
designer including the environmental sustainability of
products and consumer safety.

Topic list:

e Developing an understanding of the physical and
mechanical properties in a broad range of materials
and components
The broader issues for the designer including the
environmental sustainability of products and their
manufacture
Methods in which materials and components can be
manipulated to manufacture products
Health and safety issues relevant to working with
materials
Computer aided design (CAD) and computer aided
manufacture (CAM)

Ergonomics and anthropometrics, inclusive design,
and consumer safety

The life cycle of products including manufacture, use
and functional aspects and final disposal.

Year 12:

During this year students develop their understanding of
the technical principles and the application of designing
and making principles through a practice NEA. They

will follow the design cycle and complete an innovative
project of their own choice.

At the end of the spring term students begin their Year
13 NEA submission.

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form

Year 13:

The main focus during this year is their NEA projects,
which are aimed to be completed by the middle of the
spring term. The briefs for their NEA are created by the
students themselves but are influenced by a selected
client.

Alongside this students will also address misconceptions
of the principles ready for their exam.

How is the course assessed?
Component 1: Two written exam papers - Paper 1
Technical principles 30%, Paper 2 Designing and
making principles 20%.

Unit 1: Technical Principles 30% of overall grade.

Unit 2: Designing and Making Principles 20% of overal
grade.

Non-exam assessment (NEA)- Practical application of
technical principles, designing and making principles -
50% of overall grade.

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

Our contextual challenges at AS will give students the
freedom to take design risks and innovate in a situation
where it is safe to test and refine ideas, giving them the
confidence at A level to further develop these skills in
their own design brief with a client/end user.

This qualification will enable students to:

» Progress to higher education to study degrees
in; Engineering (electrical, electronic, civil and
mechanical), Product Design, Graphic Design,
Architecture, Interior Design, Exhibition design etc.
Gain a level 3 qualification that will contribute to the
points required for entry to a range of HNDs and
degrees in related areas e.g. manufacturing.
Go directly into the workplace at technician level.
Gen 2 training or alternative apprenticeships.

Contact
Please talk to or email Mrs L Hall at
halll1 @changinglives.education

Drama and Theatre

EDUQAS A-LEVEL

Sp€C1ﬁC entry requirements

At least 5 GCSE (or equivalent) passes, including 4

in English and 4 in Maths. There is no requirement for
students to have studied GCSE Drama or BTEC, but
engagement in drama activities, clubs and events would
be preferred.

Content of the course

Component 1: Theatre Workshop

Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally
moderated 20% of qualification.

Students will be assessed on either acting or design.
Students participate in the creation, development

and performance of a piece of theatre based on a
reinterpretation of an extract from a text chosen from a
list supplied by Eduqas. The piece must be developed
using the techniques and working methods of either an
influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre
company.

Students must produce:
+ arealisation of the performance or design
+ acreative log

Component 2: Text in Action
Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting
examiner 40% of qualification.

Students will be assessed on either acting or design.
Students participate in the creation, development
and performance of two pieces of theatre based on a
stimulus supplied by Eduqgas.

1. a devised piece using the techniques and
working methods of either an influential theatre
practitioner or a recognised theatre company (a
different practitioner or company to that chosen for
Component 1).

. an extract from a text in a different style chosen by
the student. Students must do their performance live
for the visiting examiner. Students choosing design
must also give a 5-10 minute presentation of their
design to the examiner.

Learners produce a process and evaluation report within
one week of completion of the practical work.

Component 3: Text in Performance
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 40% of
qualification.

Sections A (Home I’m Darling by Laura Wade) and
B (Small Island by Andrea Levy adapted Helen
Edmundson).

Open book: Clean copies (no annotation) of the

two complete texts chosen must be taken into the
examination. Two questions, based on two different
texts, one written pre - 1956 and one written post-1956.

Section C

Closed book: The extract of text required for answering
the questions will be printed on the examination paper.
A question based on a specified extract from: The Book
of Dust - La Belle Sauvage Philip Pullman adapted
by Bryony Lavery.

Details of the 10-15 minute extract will be released
during the first week of March, in the year in which the
examination is to be taken.

How is the course assessed?

You will be assessed through performance work, a
creative log and evaluation and a written exam where
two full texts are studied plus one extract from a full
published text.

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

The A-Level in Drama and Theatre qualifies for UCAS
points so if you complete it successfully you could

move on to study for a degree. You could also go on to
relevant employment, such as theatre work, or running/
supporting local drama schools. In addition to the drama
and theatre specific content, the qualification provides
students with transferable knowledge, understanding
and skills like communication and collaborative skills.

Contact
Please contact Mrs D Jackson
jacksond@changinglives.education
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Engineering

PEARSON LEVEL 3 ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION BTEC
NATIONAL IN ENGINEERING (EXTENDED CERTIFICATE) (360 GLH)

Spec1ﬁc entry requirements

For you to be successful in BTEC Level 3 National
AAQ in Engineering you need to have achieved a
minimum: 5 9-5 at GCSE or equivalent, a Level 2
Merit in Engineering, 6 in GCSE Physics, and a 6 in
mathematics and 5 in English.

Content of the course

This qualification is intended for post-16 students

who want to continue their education through applied
learning and who aim to progress to higher education
and ultimately employment. It aims to provide a coherent
introduction to study of the engineering sector.

Everyone taking this qualification will study four
mandatory units:

Unit 1: Engineering Principles

GLH: 120 Type: Mandatory Assessment: External

Unit 2: Engineering Applications
GLH: 60 Type: Mandatory Assessment: External

Unit 3: Engineering Design
GLH: 120 Type: Mandatory Assessment: Internal

Unit 4: Engineering Project
GLH: 60 Type: Mandatory Assessment: Internal

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-nationals/engineering-2016.
coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pe
arson-UK:Category%2F Specification-and-sample-
assessments

How is the course assessed?
There are 4 units of which 2 are internal and 2 are
external.

Unit 1: Engineering Principles

Students will develop the skills and knowledge
required to solve mechanical, electrical and electronic-
based engineering problems by applying appropriate
mathematical and physical science principles.

Unit 2: Engineering Applications

In this unit students will explore how advances in
modern technology are reshaping how a wide range

of engineering sectors function. They will also explore
how engineers use their understanding of materials and
processes to devise sustainable solutions to engineering
problems.
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Unit 3: Engineering Design

Students will create a design solution in response to

an engineering design challenge by developing three-
dimensional (3D) models and two-dimensional (2D)
detailed drawings including the use of a computer-aided
design (CAD) system and other modelling techniques.

Unit 4: Engineering Project

Students apply project management principles to
undertake an individual project and will develop
conceptual or practical solutions to a chosen
engineering problem related to a relevant engineering
specialist area.

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

The requirements of the qualification will mean you

will develop transferable and higher order skills that
are highly regarded by both HE and employers. For
example, when studying the Computer Aided Design in
Engineering unit, students will be applying mathematical
processes and practices to a design aspect of
engineering. You will understand how design is critical
to an engineering product or process, and how this
impacts on company productivity and profitability by
reducing waste.

The qualification is intended to carry UCAS points

and is recognised by HE providers as contributing to
meeting admission requirements for many courses, if
taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two year
programme of learning, and it combines well with a large
number of subjects. It will support entry to HE courses

in a very wide range of disciplines, depending on the
subjects taken alongside. However, for students wishing
to study an aspect of engineering in HE, opportunities
include:

BSc Hons in Electrical Engineering, if taken
alongside A levels in Mathematics and a science
subject (e.g. Physics).

BSc (Hons) in Computer Science, if taken alongside
A levels in Computing and Mathematics.

BSc (Hons) in Mathematics or Physics, if taken
alongside A Levels in Mathematics and Physics.

Contact

Please contact Mr P Gibson at
gibsonp@changinglives.education to ask any more
questions or seek any extra advice.

English Language

A-LEVEL (7702) AQA

SpCCIﬁC entry requirements

At least 5 GCSEs, grades 9-5 including English and
maths. Minimum of a grade ‘5’ for GCSE English
language.

Content of the course

What will you study?

+ Textual variations and Representation - how are
people, events and ideas represented? And methods
of language analysis.

Language Diversity - how does language vary
depending on your gender, occupation, social class,
region or age?

Language Change - how has language changed?
How is it still changing? What are people’s attitudes
towards change? Why does language change?
Child Language Acquisition - how do children
acquire language?

How is the course assessed?

This is a 2 year A Level Only Course

A Level

Paper 1 - Language, the Individual and Society
Written exam 2 hours 30 minutes

(40% of A-Level)

Paper 2 - Language Diversity and Change
Written exam 2 hours 30 minutes
(40% of A-Level)

Non-Exam Assessed Component - Language in
Action

3,500 words

(20% of A-Level)

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

A-level English language is highly regarded by
universities and is a sought after qualification for a wide
range of degree courses, including the sciences.
Traditional links with journalism, writing, editing and law
are easily established as part of an English degree.

The course develops a high level of communication
skills, which are desirable in all walks of life.

Contact
Please contact Miss N Capstick
capstickn@changinglives.education
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English Literature

A-LEVEL (7712) AQA SPECIFICATION A

Specific entry requirements
At least 5 GCSEs grades 9-5 including English.

Minimum of a grade ‘6’ for GCSE English literature.

Content of the course
What will you study?
Paper 1
A Shakespeare Play, Othello
Unseen extract
The Great Gatsby
Love through the Ages poetry anthology

Paper 2
Owen Sheers’ Skirrid Hill
Unseen poetry
A Streetcar Named Desire
The Handmaid’s Tale
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How is the course assessed?
This is a two year A Level only course
A- Level

Paper 1 - Love through the ages
Written exam 3 hours

(40% of A-Level)

Paper 2 - Texts in shared contexts
Written exam 2 hours 30 minutes
(40% of A-Level)

Non-exam Assessed Component - Independent
critical study - texts across time

2,500 words

Comparison of two chosen texts - one text has to be pre
1900.

(20% of A-Level)

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

A-level English literature is highly regarded by
universities and is a sought after qualification for a wide
range of degree courses, including the sciences.
Traditional links with journalism, writing, editing and law
are easily established as part of an English degree.

The course develops a high level of communication and
interpretive skills, which are desirable in all walks of life.

Contact
Please contact Miss N Capstick
capstickn@changinglives.education

Film Studies

EDUCAS AND A LEVEL

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

For you to apply to study A level Film Studies you need
to have achieved: 5 9 to 5 grades at GCSE, a minimum
of a 5 in English at GCSE. Due to a limited number of
available places, additional entrance criteria may be
applied.

Content of the course

This course offers an engaging and effective introduction
to Film Studies. Students will learn the fundamentals

of the subject and develop skills valued by Higher
Education and employers, including critical analysis,
independent thinking and research.

Learners will study all of their chosen films (eleven films
in total) in relation to the following core study areas.

Area 1. The key elements of film form: cinematography,
mise-en-scéne, editing, sound and performance

Area 2. Meaning and response: how film functions as
both a medium of representation and as an aesthetic
medium

Area 3. The contexts of film: social, cultural, political,
historical and institutional, including production.

In addition to the core study areas, the following six
specialist areas of study will be considered in relation to
the films indicated.

Area 4. Spectatorship

Area 5. Narrative

Area 6. Ideology

Area 7. Auteur Theory

Area 8. Critical debates
Area 9. Filmmakers’ theories

https://www.edugas.co.uk/media/2vzaeag1/eduqas-a-
level-film-studies-spec-from-2017-e.pdf

How is the course assessed?
The Film Studies A-level course is assessed by
examination as well as a production component.

Component 1: Varieties of film and filmmaking
Written examination: 2%z hours 35% of qualification

Component 2: Global filmmaking perspectives
Written examination: 2%z hours 35% of qualification

Component 3: Production
Non-exam assessment 30% of qualification

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

Students in Film Studies develop excellent intellectual,
communicative, writing and research skills, providing the
foundation for a wide range of career opportunities as
well as for careers directly connected with cinema.

Contact

Please contact Mrs Sunter
sunterj@changinglives.education or
Mr Gould
gouldm@changinglives.education
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Forensic Science and

Criminology

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN FORENSIC

SCIENCE AND CRIMINOLOGY

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

Minimum entry requirements for Applied science: 5 x

9 to 4 results at GCSE , L2 BTEC Double award in
Applied Science at MERIT or DISTINCTION or at least
two grade 5s from any science GCSEs and a grade 4 in
Mathematics and English.

Content of the course

The 60-credit BTEC Level 3 Certificate offers a
specialist qualification that focuses on particular aspects
of employment within the appropriate vocational sector.
The BTEC Level 3 Certificate is a qualification which
can extend a learner’s programme of study and give
vocational emphasis. The BTEC Level 3 Extended
Certificate is broadly equivalent to two GCE A Levels.

This Level 3 Qualification consists of four core units
(these are the mandatory units- and must be covered for
the Certificate):

1. Principles and applications of Science | (external)
2. Scientific Investigation skills (external)

3. Applications of Criminology (external)

4. Applications of Criminal and Forensic Psychology
(internal)

The optional units we have chosen to cover are

1. Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
(internal)

2. The Physiology of the human body systems (internal)
3. Criminal Investigation Procedures in Practice
(internal)

4. Forensic Traffic Collision Investigation (internal)

Of these 8 units of study three are assessed externally,

these are in the format of written examination lasting 1.5
hours, written by Pearson and the other is a supervised

synoptic assessment.

How is the course assessed?

All internal assessments are in the format of
coursework, external assessments are in the forms of
examination and synoptic assessment.
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Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

This course is designed to provide you with a specialist
work-related qualification. The course is perfectly suited
to anyone interested in entering the various science
and technical professions with a specialism relating to
all aspects of forensic science and criminology. This
qualification uses science in the workplace as a focal
point and enables learning to be as active, practical
and work-related as possible. Alongside this, it provides
robust opportunities for you to gain knowledge and
understanding of a wide range of subject areas relating
to science and the science industries. It has the
additional benefit of giving a solid grounding in forensic
techniques, the psychology of criminology and criminal
law and procedures. This course encourages skill based
learning in more specific science areas, for example
you will look at how labs are managed and the need

to calibrate equipment. It is essential that students on
this course are organised, to meet deadlines, are open
to learning new practical skills, good maths and written
skills in order to make calculations and write reports and
finally excellent communication skills are a necessity in
order to present information verbally and in writing for
assessment purposes.

In previous years students have used this qualification
to further their studies in nursing, midwifery, forensic
science and other analytical courses. It also allows for
entry into science based higher level apprenticeships
and employment.

Contact
Please contact Mrs H Brookbanks
brookbanksh@changinglives.education

French

EDEXCEL A LEVEL

Specific entry requirements
WLA Sixth form entry requirements and a GCSE French
Grade 7 and above.

Content of the course

* ALevel French builds on the skills taught at GCSE,
developing beyond giving a simple opinion from
your personal point of view, to developing an
understanding of issues in French society.
Topics covered include: changes in French society
over time (including the changing structure of the
family, education and work), the culture of French-
speaking countries (including music, media and
festivals), immigration and multicultural French
society, and France under occupation and the
resistance.
The study of the work of an author from a French
Speaking country.
The study of a French film.
Students become more confident in seeking and
conveying information and opinions in French.

How is the course assessed?

» Paper 1- Listening, Reading and Translation (2
hours) 40% of A Level, 80 Marks
Paper 2 - Written response to works and
Translation (2 hours 40 minutes)
30% of A Level, 120 marks
Paper 3 - Speaking Test conducted by class
teacher. (21-23 minutes which includes 5 minutes
preparation) 30% of of A Level, 72 marks

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

What can | do with an A Level in French?

* A Modern Language combines well with any other A
Level subject.
Languages contribute to the cultural and linguistic
richness of our society and to international trade and
global citizenship.
The ability to understand and communicate in other
languages is increasingly important in our society
and in the global economy.
The opportunity to take full advantage of exchange
programmes abroad whilst at university, irrespective
of the course chosen.
Students have taken a number of career paths
having studied languages at A Level, such as event
management, business studies or even engineering,
or undertaking work placements abroad.
Studying French will enable you to learn other
languages more easily and is ideal preparation for
those wishing to study languages of increasing
international importance; such as Chinese or Arabic.

Contact
Please contact Mr S Thompson
thompsons1@changinglives.education




Further Mathematics

QUALIFICATION: A LEVEL, SPECIFICATION: PEARSON SPECIFICATION 9FMO

Specific entry requirements
At least 5 grade 9-4 GCSEs, including GCSE grade 4 in
English.

Students should have achieved at least grade 8 in
GCSE Maths AND must be studying standard A Level
maths.

Content of the course

You will study 2 units of Pure Maths (Core Pure 1 & 2),
going far beyond A level to look at such wonderful topics
as imaginary numbers, matrices, maths in 3D, polar
coordinates, and differential equations.

We also study two optional units, Further Mechanics 1,
which looks at momentum, energy, and elasticity, and
Decision Maths 1, which looks at algorithms, networks,
linear programming, and Critical Path Analysis.

How is the course assessed?

The course is assessed at the end of the second year
by way of four externally set and marked examinations
covering all the content of the course.

Each assessment is out of 75 marks and 1hr 30min.
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Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

You will have mastered GCSE maths but have a love
of everything mathematical and be keen to further
understand its treasures beyond the everyday. The
mathematics itself isn’t any more complicated than A
Level; what sets it apart is that it goes off and looks into
the far more interesting corners of the subject.

Where could it take you? Anywhere you want, because
it will open your eyes to the reach of mathematics:
Artificial Intelligence, Network Analysis, Modelling within
the real world, anything from economics, medicines,
robotics, climate, and engineering, to celestial
mechanics and space.

Currently this course is taught over two years, three
periods a week.

This course could be taken as a 3rd or 4th subject.
This course is taken alongside A-Level maths.

Contact
Please contact KS5 coordinator, Mr Rooke:
rookew@changinglives.education

Geography

AQA A LEVEL

Specific entry requirements
Minimum 5 grade 9-5 GCSEs, including English and
Maths at grade 5.

GCSE grade 5 in Geography desirable, students
who have not taken Geography at GCSE level will be
considered on an individual basis.

Content of the course

A level Geography aims to provide students with a broad
range of geographical knowledge and experience. It

will provide you with a deep insight into the making and
shaping of the world we live in, appreciate the wide
diversity that exists as well as an understanding of the
challenges we face.

The course offers opportunities to develop enquiry skills,
communication and analysis as well as being able to
identify and debate issues that are of global importance.

Topics studied include,

» The formation of Coastal landscapes and how
past and future climate change has affected them,
management of coasts by people.
The importance of water and carbon cycles to life on
earth and the factors that cause changes in these.
Hazards - including tectonic and climatic hazards.
Changing places - the importance of characteristics
of different places and how these change over time.
Global connections - issues of migration, nationality
and international conflict, Issue of global commons
and protection of Antarctica.
Contemporary urban environments - studies the
characteristics and challenges faced by urban areas.

There is a greater emphasis in the new courses for
fieldwork and there Is a requirement to complete a
minimum of 4 days for A level courses.

Students will also complete an independent enquiry at A
level, this forms 20% of assessment and is approx 4000
words in length.

How is the course assessed?

This course is assessed by two exams, Physical
Geography paper 1 (40%) and Human Geography
paper 2 (40%).

Students will complete an independent investigation
(20% of overall grade) this will give students an
opportunity to plan and complete an individual study that
most interests them.

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

Geography suits students who have an interest in

and concern for the environment and are interested in
current affairs and world development. It is a subject that
is relevant to our own lives and experiences, now and in
the future. Students with an enquiring mind, who enjoy
finding their own answers enjoy Geography. Students
who want to broaden their AS or A Level studies to cover
both ‘sciences’ and ‘humanities’ and who want to keep
their options open - Geography A Level is an appropriate
qualification for a very wide range of higher education,
including science courses or career choices.

Geography at A level or degree level offers a gateway
into a very wide range of career choices, the Royal
Geographical Association has some very good detail on
this at the link below.

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/
Careers+and+Further+Study/Careers+with+geography/
Careers+with+geography.htm

Contact
Please contact Neil Thompson
thompsonn@changinglives.education
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Health & Social Care

BTEC NATIONAL HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE A LEVEL / LEVEL 3

Spec1ﬁc entry requirements

A minimum of 5 GCSE grades 9-5 (minimum grade 4 in
English and GCSE 4 in science). At least a grade 5/ L2
Merit in Health and Social Care if taken at GCSE.

Content of the course

The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification
BTEC National in Health and Social Care (Extended
Certificate) is an Alternative Academic Qualification
(AAQ) designed for post-16 students with an interest in
health and social care and aiming to progress to higher
education as a route to graduate level employment.
Equivalent to one A Level in size, it is suitable for
students looking to develop their applied knowledge and
skills in health and social care alongside two A Levels.

The qualification has been developed in consultation
with higher education representatives to ensure students
have the knowledge, understanding and skills they need
to progress to, and thrive, in higher education.

The qualification has three mandatory units covering the
following topics:

* Human Lifespan and Development - PIES
and factors affecting growth and development,
interventions and the different professionals providing
care and treatment.

Human Biology and Health - Human body structure
and systems, normal physiological functioning and
the impact of common disorders.

Health and Social Care Practice - Core principles,
values and legislation that underpin and influence
health and social care, and the effect of social
determinants on an individual health status.

How is the course assessed?

Your new BTEC Nationals in Health and Social Care use
a combination of internal and external assessments to
give students confidence they can apply their knowledge
to succeed in the workplace - and have the study skills
to continue learning on higher education courses and
throughout their career. The range of assessments

- means students can showcase their learning and
achievements to best effect when they take their next
step, whether that’s supporting applications to higher
education courses or potential employers.
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Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

In Health and Social Care, we aim to actively engage
students in the processes of care to help them

develop as effective and independent learners. We
also encourage students to understand aspects of
communication, care values and professionalism within
all areas of health and social care.

Students will develop a critical and analytical approach
to problem-solving within the health, social-care and
early-years sectors and be able to examine issues which
affect the nature and quality of human life including an
appreciation of diversity and cultural issues.

As a vocational course, a Health and Social Health
qualification enables you to continue your studies in
further or higher education, university courses include
nursing, social work, teaching, midwifery and many
more. Or alternatively you may start a career in the
social care sector.

Contact
Please contact Mr R Harrington
harringtonr@changinglives.education

History

AQA A LEVEL HISTORY

Sp€C1ﬁC entry requirements

For you to be successful in AS/A Level History you need
to have achieved at least 5 GCSE passes at grades 5-9
with a 5 or above in GCSE History.

Content of the course
First year of A2

Component 1: Breadth Study: Industrialisation and
the People: Britain. c1783 -1832.
This option allows students to study the economic,
political and social changes in this period of rapid
change and development. We explore questions like:
How was Britain governed and how did democracy
develop?
How and with what results did the economy develop
and change?
How and with what results did society and social
policy develop?
How important were ideas and ideology?
How important was the role of individuals and groups
and how were they affected by developments?

Component 2: Depth Study: The Cold War.

c1945 - 1963

This option provides for the study in depth of the
evolving course of international relations during an era
of tension between communist and capitalist powers
which threatened nuclear Armageddon. It explores
concepts such as communism and anti-communism,
aggression and détente and also encourages students
to reflect on the power of modern military technology,
what hastens confrontation and what forces promote
peace in the modern world.

Second year of A2
Students continue with Component 1 and 2.

Component 1: Industrialisation and the People:
Britain. C1832 - 1885
Focusing on the Victorian period

Component 2: The Cold War: c1963 - 1991
Students also undertake a personal study.

Component 3: Historical investigation

Students conduct a Historical investigation based on
a development or issue which has been subject to
different historical interpretations. The subject is their
own choice but must cover a period of 200 years.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/
history-7041-7042

How is the course assessed?
The A level course is assessed by 2 written exams that
are all 2 h 30 mins long.

The Historical Enquiry is worth 40 marks and is
internally assessed and externally moderated. It is worth
20% of the overall marks.

Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

A Level History is an excellent academic qualification
that complements many subject combinations. It is a
challenging course and best suited to students who
love exploring different ideas about the past. History

is a highly valued subject at both university and in the
world of work. It is a great choice of subject for people
who want a career in areas such as journalism, media,
research jobs such as archivists, law and many more.

Contact

Please contact Mr J Rush
rushj@changinglives.education

to ask any more questions or seek any extra advice.
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Information Technology

BTEC INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

The full title of this course is the Pearson Level 3
Alternative Academic Qualification BTEC National in
Information Technology (Extended Certificate). It is a 2
year course during which students study 4 units and is
the equivalent of an A-Level.

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

Minimum 5 GCSE passes at grades 9-4 and a minimum
of grade 4 in English and Maths (this is a coursework
heavy course). We don't insist you have an IT or
Computer Science qualification but if you do it should be
at least a grade 4 or Level 2 merit.

Content of the course

The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification
BTEC National in Information Technology (Extended
Certificate) is an Alternative Academic Qualification
(AAQ) designed for post-16 students with an interest
in the Digital sector and aiming to progress to higher
education as a route to graduate level employment.
Equivalent to one A Level in size, it is suitable for
students looking to develop their applied knowledge
and skills in Information Technology as part of a study
programme alongside A Levels.

What will the student study as part of this qualification?
The qualification has been developed in consultation
with higher education representatives and sector experts
to ensure students have the knowledge, understanding
and skills they need to progress to, and thrive, in higher
education.

The qualification has four mandatory units covering the

following topics:

* Information Technology Systems - Information
technology systems, including the relationship
between software and hardware, and the issues
related to IT systems
Cyber Security and Incident Management - Types
of cyber security attacks, the vulnerabilities in
networked systems and how to plan and respond to
attacks
Website Development - The development tools,
techniques and processes used in website
development and how to test usability, functionality
and fitness for purpose
Relational Database Development - Structure of
data, data design and database management
systems (DBMS).
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How is the course assessed?

Assessment is specifically designed to fit the purpose
and objective of the qualification. It includes a range
of assessment types and styles suited to vocational
qualifications in the sector. There are three main forms
of assessment that you need to be aware of: external,
internal and synoptic.

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification
BTEC National in Information Technology (Extended
Certificate) allows students to study the fundamental
knowledge of Information Technology covering the

role and implications of using Information Technology
systems and cyber-security threats and how to manage
attacks. Students will also develop important skills for
creating websites to meet a specific purpose and to
manage data through the development of a relational
database solution. There are two examined units

and two internally assessed units where students will
engage in practical tasks to develop their Information
Technology skills and knowledge. This qualification

is designed for learners who are interested in an
introduction to the study of creating IT systems to
manage and share information, alongside other fields
of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of
higher education courses, not necessarily in IT.

The qualification, when studied with other Level

3 qualifications, is aimed at progression to higher
education but also enables learners to develop
knowledge and skills needed for entry-level roles related
to IT. These could include vocational apprenticeship
roles and trainee/entry-level roles, such as roles in
administration, help desk support, help desk analysis,
account management and customer service support.

Contact
Please talk to or e-mail Mr Baines
bainesj@changinglives.education

Mathematical Studies

(Core Maths)

QUALIFICATION: LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE, SPECIFICATION: AQA

SPECIFICATION 1350 OPTION 2B - CRITICAL PATH & RISK ANALYSIS

Specific entry requirements
At least 5 grade 9-4 GCSEs, including GCSE grade 4 in
English.

Students should have achieved at least grade 5 in
GCSE Maths.

Content of the course

The Core maths course is a Level 3 maths course.
It covers topics such as data and statistics, financial
maths, project management, estimation and critical
analysis.

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed at the end of the course over
two papers.

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

This course is suited to those who would like an
additional maths qualification but who don’t require AS
or A level maths. It has more ‘real life’ application as
the course covers personal finances including taxes,
budgeting and interest rates.

The course also covers some project management
topics such as activity networks and Gantt charts. There
is some further study of statistical methods which will
have been introduced to you at GCSE.

The course would be suited to those who want to
pursue, or who have an interest in, business, geography,
project management and social sciences.

It is treated as half an A Level in terms of UCAS points.
Because of this, this course should be taken as a 4th
subject.

Contact
Please contact KS5 coordinator, Mr Rooke
rookew@changinglives.education
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Mathematics

QUALIFICATION: A LEVEL, SPECIFICATION: PEARSON 9MAO

Specific entry requirements
At least 5 grade 9-4 GCSEs, including GCSE grade 4 in
English.

Students should have achieved at least grade 7 in
GCSE Maths.

Content of the course

The AS Mathematics course is the first year of the A
Level Mathematics course. The course revisits and
deepens understanding of GCSE algebra, trigonometry,
and vectors whilst introducing logarithms, calculus, and
the binomial expansion.

The applied section of the course looks at statistics
and mechanics. This includes topics such as: statistical
distributions, probability and hypothesis testing in
statistics and vectors and kinematics in mechanics.

The second year deepens the AS level content
considerably in both Pure and Applied Maths. Pure
maths continues study of calculus and trigonometry,
whilst adding new topics of: sequences and series,
parametric equations, numerical methods, and 3D
vectors.

We extend our study of statistical distributions and
probability, and continue to study kinematics, forces and
Newton’s laws in mechanics.

How is the course assessed?

The course is assessed at the end of the second year
by way of three externally set and marked examinations
covering all the content of the course.

Paper 1: Pure Maths 1 is out of 100 and lasts 2hrs.
Paper 2: Pure Maths 2 is out of 100 and lasts 2hrs.
Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics is out of 100 and
lasts 2hrs.
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Is this course for you and where could

it take you?

If you enjoy problem solving, then A level mathematics
would be a good choice for A level allowing you to
develop, manipulate and interpret both pure and applied
real world systems.

Pure maths is the essential tool kit for all areas of
mathematics, and it is the branch of mathematics most
similar to what has been covered at GCSE level.

Applied maths includes the study of statistics and
mechanics. Applied maths is the application of
mathematical methods by different fields. These use

models of the real world to put mathematics into context.

It has many links with physics, engineering, economics
or business studies.

With much of the work new, especially in the second
year, there is a lot of practice required in order to master
it. This is not a course that can be mastered unless you
are willing to put in the time and effort. Hard work and
resilience are far more important in terms of success
than natural ability so if you are not afraid of putting

in the work, then you will be the right sort of person to
succeed.

It is easier to identify careers for which A level Maths

is not useful, as it can be beneficial when applying for
many positions and also when applying to Universities.
The London School of Economics studied the
qualifications and income of students and found that
those who took Maths A Level can generally go on to
earn 7 - 10% more than those studying other subjects.

Many employers are looking for a Maths A Level to be
sure that job applicants are confident in handling maths
on a daily basis and have the transferable skills that are
developed by studying Maths, such as modelling, logical
thinking, problem solving, and critical analysis.

Contact
Please contact KS5 coordinator, Mr Rooke
rookew@changinglives.education

Mathematics

QUALIFICATION: AS LEVEL, SPECIFICATION: PEARSON 8MAO

Specific entry requirements
At least five grade 9-4 GCSEs, including GCSE grade 4
in English.

Students should have achieved at least grade 6 in
GCSE Mathematics.

Content of the course

The AS Mathematics course is the first year of the A
Level Mathematics course. The course revisits and
deepens understanding of GCSE algebra, trigonometry,
and vectors whilst introducing logarithms, calculus, and
the binomial expansion.

The applied section of the course looks at statistics
and mechanics. This includes topics such as: statistical
distributions, probability and hypothesis testing in
statistics and vectors and kinematics in mechanics.

How is the course assessed?

The course is assessed at the end of the second year
by way of two externally set and marked examinations
covering all the content of the course.

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics is out of 100 marks and
lasts 2 hours.

Paper 2: Statistics and Mechanics is out of 60 marks
and lasts 1hr 15 mins.

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?
This course is a combination of Pure and Applied maths.

Pure maths is the essential tool kit for all areas of
mathematics, and it is the branch of mathematics most
similar to what has been covered at GCSE level.

Applied maths includes the study of statistics and
mechanics. Applied maths is the application of
mathematical methods by different fields. These use
models of the real world to put mathematics into context.
It has many links with physics, engineering, economics
or business studies.

It is easier to identify careers for which AS Level
Mathematics is not useful, as it can be beneficial when
applying for many positions and also when applying to
universities. The London School of Economics studied
the qualifications and income of students and found
that those who took Mathematics A Level can generally
go on to earn 7 - 10% more than those studying other
subjects.

Many employers are looking for a Maths A Level to be
sure that job applicants are confident in handling maths
on a daily basis and have the transferable skills that are
developed by studying maths, such as modelling, logical
thinking, problem solving, and critical analysis.

Currently this course is taught over two years, three
periods a week. It is treated as half an A Level in terms
of UCAS points. This course should be taken as a 4th
subject.

Contact
Please contact KS5 coordinator, Mr Rooke
rookew@changinglives.education




Personal Development

Content of the course

By the end of sixth form many young people will leave
home for the first time and live independently as adults,
possibly in new and distant locations.

Sixth form is our last opportunity to ensure that students
have real competence in the skills and strategies
they’ve been developing throughout their Personal
Development education - and to extend the knowledge
and understanding that they need to equip them for
independent living and the next stage in their education
or career.

There are three key dimensions to the personal
development delivery; health and wellbeing,
relationships and living in the wider world.

These dimensions are covered through group
discussions, independent research, case study analysis
and news exploration, encouraging students to highlight
and address issues that are really important to them at
that current time.

Our outline for Year 12 is as follows:
Autumn 1 Me and My Mental Health
Autumn 2 Health Awareness

Spring 1 Respectful Relationships
Spring 2 Employment and Rights
Summer 1 Healthy Choices and Safety
Summer 2 Intimate Relationships

Year 13

Autumn 1 Independance

Autumn 2 Travel and Personal Safety
Spring 1 Financial Choices

Spring 2 Diversity and Inclusion
Summer 1

Summer 2

How is the course assessed?

Assessment is on-going throughout each lesson

and topic; this will be carried out in a variety of forms
including group discussions, completion of written tasks,
self reflection, presentations and evaluations.

Contact

Please contact Mrs S Walter to ask any more questions
or seek any extra advice.
walters@changinglives.education
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Physics

AS AND A LEVEL PHYSICS

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

For you to be successful in AS/A level Physics you need
to have achieved: 5 9-5 at GCSE, 6 in GCSE Physics or
combined science, 6 in another science GCSE and a 6
in mathematics and 5 in English.

Students opting for A level Physics are required to
choose A level Maths.

Content of the course
he course explores Physics in six core areas.

Module 1 - Development of practical skills in physics
Module 2 - Foundations of physics

Module 3 - Forces and motion

Module 4 - Electrons, waves and photons

Module 5 - Newtonian world and astrophysics
Module 6 - Particles and medical physics

https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/171726-specification-
accredited-a-level-gce-physics-a-h556.pdf

How is the course assessed?

The course is assessed by three written exams and will
include multiple choice questions and short and long
answer questions.

Modelling physics (01) 100 marks 2 hours 15
minutes written paper

Exploring physics (02) 100 marks 2 hours 15 minutes
written paper

Unified physics (03) 70 marks 1 hour 30 minutes
written paper

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

A level Physics is one of the most challenging academic
qualifications out there but also one of the most
rewarding. It is classed as a facilitating subject by
Russell group universities and is included in the English
Baccalaureate award.

Career opportunities are many and varied including:
Engineering (Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Structural etc.),
Medicine (Doctor, Dentist, Pharmacist, Optometrist etc.),
all branches of Professional Science from Forensic
Science to Space Science, Architect, Pilot and many
more.

Contact

Please contact Mr G O’'Dowd to ask any more questions
or seek any extra advice.
odowdg@changinglives.education

o
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Psychology

AQA AS AND A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

For you to apply to study AS/A level Psychology you
need to have achieved: 5 9 to 5 grades at GCSE, a
minimum of a 6 in GCSE Biology or Additional Science
and a minimum of a 6 in Mathematics and English at
GCSE. Due to a limited number of available places,
additional entrance criteria may be applied.

Content of the course

These qualifications offer an engaging and effective
introduction to psychology. Students will learn the
fundamentals of the subject and develop skills valued
by Higher Education and employers, including critical
analysis, independent thinking and research.

AS and first year of A-level

Module 1: Social Influence

Module 2: Memory

Module 3: Attachment

Module 4: Approaches in psychology
Module 5: Psychopathology

Module 6: Research Methods

Second year of A-level

Module 7: Biopsychology

Module 8: Issues and debates in psychology
Option 1: Relationships

Option 2: Schizophrenia

Option 3: Addiction

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/
psychology-7181-7182

How is the course assessed?

The A-level course is assessed by three written exams
that are all 2 hours long and will include multiple choice
questions, short answer questions and extended writing
questions. Each is worth 96 marks and contributes
equally to the final A-level grade.

e Paper 1: Introductory topics in psychology (modules
1-4 above)
Paper 2: Psychology in context (modules 5-7 above)
Paper 3: Issues and opinions in psychology (module
8 and 3 option modules)

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

Psychology, as the scientific study of the mind and
human behaviour, is a challenging and academic course
drawing on scientific and mathematical skills.

Apart from a career as a professional Psychologist,
studying psychology is a great choice for people who
want to work in social care, mental health, education,
business, research, sports and more. It offers many
transferable skills that are valued by many different
types of employers.

Contact
Please contact Miss Stott
stottm@changinglives.education

Sociology

A-LEVEL (7192) AQA

Specific entry requirements
At least 5 GCSEs grades 9-4 including a 5 in English
and a 4 in Maths.

Content of the course
A-Level

The first year of the A-Level course covers the same
ground as in AS so those who thrive at AS can make
the switch to the full A-level. For the final year of the
A-Level students take the compulsory topic of Crime
and Deviance and then choose one more topic from a
choice of four. A level students are expected to show
more range and depth of knowledge together with more
highly developed skills in analysis and evaluation.

How is the course assessed?
A Level 1st Year
Exams will be completed at the end of year 13

Paper 1 - CORE PAPER “Education with Theory and
Methods in context”
Written exam 2 Hours

Paper 2 - OPTIONS PAPER “ Topics in Sociology”
(Option 1 “Families and Households”)
Written exam 2 hours (Including option 2).

A Level 2 Year Course

Paper 2 - OPTIONS PAPER “ Topics in Sociology”
(Option 2 “Media”) Written exam 2 hours (Including
option 1)

Paper 3 - Crime and Deviance with Theory and
Methods”
Written exam 2 hrs

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

A-level Sociology is highly regarded by Universities for
courses in Sociology, English, Social and economic
History, Anthropology, politics, Business studies,

Law and Teaching and is a sought after qualification.
Sociology is also useful in a number of careers like
marketing, advertising, PR, journalism, law or teaching.

The course develops high level of communication

skills which are desirable in all walks of life but more
importantly you'll learn to research, evaluate and review
sociological research and documents.

Contact

Please contact

Miss Wootton
woottonc@changinglives.education
Mrs Williamson
williamsonc@changinglives.education




-
Sport

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN SPORT (EDEXCEL)

Specific entry requirements
At least 5 GCSE passes at grades 5-9 (minimum grade
5 in English and 5 in Triple Science/ Biology).

At least a Level 2 Merit Grade in a relevant BTEC
subject.

At least a Level 2 Merit in BTEC Sport if taken at GCSE.
Sporting ability - access to local clubs/ sporting activities
etc.

Content of the course

BTEC National Sport is a course-based qualification that
offers candidates A2 equivalent units. It offers a broad
basis of study for the sports sector.

BTEC National Extended Certificate (1 A level
equivalent):

This Level 3 Qualification consists of four units, 2 are
mandatory units plus 2 optional specialist units that you
will study over two years. The units you will study are:

Anatomy & Physiology

Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport
and Well-being

Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Application of Fitness Testing

During the course you will have the opportunity to
coach, lead, mentor, fitness test and train younger
students and sports teams. You will also have the
opportunity to visit universities, sports clubs, health and
fitness training centres and attend trips related to this
course.

For more information on the BTEC Level 3 course visit: -

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-
nationals/sport-2016.html
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How is the course assessed?
Extended Certificate

One written exam (Unit 1 Anatomy & Physiology -
90 mins).

Case study (Unit 2 Fitness Training and Programming
for Health, Sport and Well-Being) (externally assessed -
90 mins).

2 coursework units to complete for a portfolio that will
be assessed internally by your teachers.

Is this course for you and where it

could take you?

This qualification is designed to support progression to
higher education such as further national qualifications,
university or within health, fithess and sporting sectors.
It is perfectly suited to anyone wishing to follow a career
path within the fitness industry, physiotherapy, teaching,
armed forces, the police or coaching. It is a practical-
based subject that will involve participating in fitness
sessions, coaching, training and researching topics
related to health and fitness.

This course will also help you research and identify
the many career choices in sport and help tailor your
professional development.

Contact

Please contact Miss Weir
weirs@changinglives.education
Mr Price
pricca@changinglives.education

Travel and Tourism

PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE

SpeCIﬁC entry requirements

Pupils can still study Travel and Tourism without any
previous GCSE T&T knowledge, provided they meet the
following requirements: A minimum of 5 GCSE passes
at grades 9-5 (minimum grade 4 in English and Maths).
L2 Merit if T&T was taken at GCSE level.

Content of the course

The objective of the qualification is to support
progression to higher education. The content of this
qualification has been developed in consultation with
higher education providers to ensure that it supports this
progression. In addition, employers and professional
bodies have been involved and consulted in order to
confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent
with current practice. This qualification includes three
mandatory units covering the following content areas.

* The travel and tourism industry - the travel and
tourism industry in the UK is growing and is of major
importance to the economy. Learners will develop
the skills needed to examine, interpret and analyse
a variety of statistics that measure the importance of
tourism to the UK.

Different types of destinations and their importance
- learners will investigate the features and appeal of
global destinations.

Principles of marketing in travel and tourism -
learners will explore how to develop a successful
marketing plan for use by travel and tourism
organisations to attract and engage with customers
using research data.

Learners select one optional unit to support their
progression to travel and tourism and other courses in
higher education.

How is the course assessed?

The course is made up of four Units.

1. The World of Travel and Tourism - Exam (30%)
2. Global Destinations - Exam (30%)

4. Principles of Marketing in Travel and Tourism -
Coursework (20%)

4. Visitor Attractions - Coursework (20%)

Each coursework unit has a deadline and within each
unit there are deadlines for each assignment. Students
can re-submit work by prior agreement with their
teacher, to try and obtain higher grades.

Completed assignments are awarded grades of Below
Pass, Pass, Merit or Distinction and a points score. At
the end of the course you are awarded an overall grade
ranging from Below Pass, up to Distinction* according to
your total points score.

[s this course for you and where it

could take you?

In addition to the travel and tourism sector-specific
content, the requirements of the qualification will mean
that learners develop transferable skills, which are highly
regarded by higher education providers and employers.

The qualification will give learners transferable
knowledge, understanding and broad skills such as
communicating and presenting ideas. All of the content
in the qualification will help prepare learners for further
study.

The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised
by higher education providers as contributing to meeting
admission requirements for many courses, if taken
alongside other qualifications as part of a two-year
programme of learning. It combines well with a large
number of subjects at Level 3, whether academic or
vocational.

Contact
Please contact E. Lightfoot
lightfoote@chaninglives.education

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form
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Year 12 Option Blocks For Courses
Starting September 2025

Shown below are the option blocks from which students select three subjects/courses. It is not possible to
choose two subjects from the same column as those lessons will be at the same times. Students should
aim to select subjects that are in the pathway most suitable to their predicted grades. Students should also
consider their combination of subjects in line with the future possibilities guide. Students can choose a
combination of A Level and BTEC courses, but if electing to follow this blended route they need to consider
following two of each type of qualification and they should discuss any option choices carefully with staff.

The English and Maths GCSE qualifications in columns F and G are re-sit classes, every student in sixth
form is expected to work towards a GCSE grade 4 in English and Maths if this is not achieved at the

end of their GCSE studies. Column D also contains a level three core maths qualification, the aim of this
qualification is to teach pupils how to use and apply maths in real situations, this is a government initiative
designed to encourage thousands more pupils to continue studying maths beyond age 16. In Column D is
AS Maths for science, if a student is taking Physics or Chemistry, they will need to take this to support their
Science subject if not doing the A Level Maths course.

COLUMN A
(5 LESSONS)

Geography

COLUMN B
(5 LESSONS)

Biology

COLUMN C
(5 LESSONS)

Physics

COLUMN D
(5 LESSONS)

Chemistry

COLUMN E
(5 LESSONS)

COLUMN F
(3 LESSONS)

GCSE English

COLUMN G
(3 LESSONS)

GCSE Maths

History

BTEC
Engineering

English
Literature

English
Language

Art Option

Art Option

Art Option

BTEC IT

Design
Technology

BTEC H&S
(Double)

BTEC Applied
Science
(single)

BTEC
Business
(single)

BTEC Sport

BTEC H&S
(single)

Sociology

French

Music

Psychology

Media Studies

BTEC
Business
(Double)

Further Maths
(three lessons)

Drama and
Theatre

BTEC Creative
Digital Media
&IT

Core Maths

BTEC
Forensic
and Criminal
Investigation*

AS Maths**

* To follow this course you must also take BTEC Applied Science in column A

** Only to be taken as a fourth option. Must be taken if studying A Level Chemistry or Physics (if
not taking full A Level Maths)
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School Transport -
Subsidised Buses

School Transport - Subsidised Buses
Cumberland County Council does not support transport for students beyond Year 11.

Working with the Council we have arranged to take up any spare capacity on the buses which serve the academy and
will make these seats available to all Year 12 and 13 students at the subsidised rate; this was £538 in 2024-25 and will
be reviewed for 2025-26. The academy is however required to request the seats by 28th June and we ask therefore

that you apply for a ‘bus pass’ on the application form that will be enclosed with the letter received after your interview.

Places on the CCC school buses are getting tighter and therefore we need to make it clear that parents should be
aware that they will need to ensure they have transport arrangements in place should no space be available on the
school buses.

Students who are uncertain as to whether they will be attending West Lakes Academy Sixth Form will be able to apply
for a seat through this scheme but this will obviously depend upon spare seats being available on the route you wish
to use.

It is unfortunate that this situation is imposed upon the Academy and the proposals here are aimed to offer subsidised
transport for as many students as we can and to spread the cost. Payment will be required before September 1st so
that passes can be issued for the start of the Autumn term.

To enable us to effectively negotiate bus places on specific routes please can you inform us via email or telephone
whether or not you will be applying through West Lakes Academy for a bus pass for a sixth form student. (To be able
to apply for a pass you must live within our catchment area and outside of a 2 mile ‘safe walking route’). Sadly we
do not have the option to commission new bus routes so we can only offer places on our established catchment bus
routes.

If you are concerned about the financial implications of having to purchase a bus pass please arrange to speak to
a pastoral representative. We have a sixth form bursary to which applications can be made to ensure that financial
circumstances are not a barrier to any student accessing post 16 education.

Yours faithfully,

Karis Orr

Pastoral Head
of Sixth Form

Maria Stott
Interim Head of
Sixth Form

Which subjects are essential and desirable
for your chosen university course?

SUBJECT

Accountancy (also
Banking/Finance/
Insurance)

Actuarial Science/Studies

Aeronautical Engineering

Anthropology

Architecture

Art and Design

Biochemistry

Biology

Biomedical Sciences
(including Medical
Science)

Business Studies

Chemical Engineering

Chemistry

Childhood Studies

Civil Engineering

Classical Studies

Computer Science

ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

Usually none, although one or two
universities require Maths

USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

Mathematics, Business Studies

Mathematics

Further Mathematics, Business Studies

Mathematics and Physics

Further Mathematics, Design Technology,
Computing /Computer Science

None

A small number of courses like a science
AS-level such as Biology. Sociology is
also very relevant.

Some courses say they want an arts/
science mix. Some require Art.

Art, Mathematics, Design Technology
and Physics. Do note that a portfolio of
drawings and ideas may be asked for

Art or Design Technology (to give you
the portfolio to get onto an Art Foundation
Course)

Design Technology, Art & Design. Do note
that most entrants onto Art and Design
degrees will have done a one year Art

Foundation Course after completing Year

(K

Always Chemistry and some universities
will say you must have Biology as well,
while some will say Chemistry plus one

from Mathematics/Physics/Biology. Doing

Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics
or Physics will keep all Biochemistry
courses open to you.

Biology, Mathematics, Further
Mathematics, Physics, Computing/
Computer Science.

Biology, usually Chemistry. A few
universities specify two sciences.

Mathematics or Physics, Computing/
Computer Science

Normally two from Biology, chemistry,
Mathematics and Physics. Chemistry is
essential for some courses.

Mathematics, Further Mathematics,
Biology, Chemistry, Physics.

[\[o]g[<}

Mathematics, Business Studies

Chemistry and Mathematics and
sometimes Physics as well.

Physics, Biology Further Mathematics,
Computing/Computer Science.

Chemistry and occasionally Mathematics,
Most courses require Chemistry and
would like Mathematics and one other
science subject (for example, Physics or
Biology).

Mathematics, Further Mathematics,
Physics, Biology, Computing/Computer
Science.

[\[o]g[<}

Psychology, Sociology, Health and Social
Care

Mathematics, in many cases Physics.
Sometimes one of Physics or Chemistry.

Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology,
Computing/Computer Science, Design
Technology, Geography.

For Classical courses Latin or Ancient
Greek are required. For Classical Studies
and Classical Civilisation Courses most
subjects will be considered.

Modern Foreign Language, English
Literature, History Classical Civilisation.
Do note that there are some Classics
courses which will allow you to start Latin
and/or Classical Greek from scratch.

For some courses, Mathematics. For
some courses Computing/Computer
Science.

Mathematics, Further Mathematics,
Computing/Computer Science, Physics,
ICT.
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Which subjects are essential and desirable
for your chosen university course?

SUBJECT

Dentistry
Dietetics

Drama

Economics

Electrical/Electronic
Engineering

Engineering (General)

English

Environmental Science/
Studies

European Studies

French

Geography

Geology/Earth Sciences

German

History

History of Art

Management Studies

Materials Science
(including Biomedical
Materials Science)

ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

Chemistry and Biology for most courses,
but some require Mathematics or Physics
as well.

USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

Mathematics, Physics, Further
Mathematics.

Chemistry, Biology.

Mathematics

Some courses require English Literature
and for a few courses English and/or
Theatre Studies.

English Literature, English Literature and
Language, Theatre Studies.

Usually Mathematics

Computing/Computer Science, History,
Business Studies.

Mathematics, usually Physics.

Further Mathematics, ICT, Design
Technology, Computing/Computer
Science.

Mathematics and Physics.

Further Mathematics, ICT, Design
Technology, Computing/Computer
Science.

English Literature or combined English
Language and Literature (some courses
will accept English Language).

History, Religious Studies, a foreign
language

Many courses will ask for two from
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics
and Geography.

Another facilitating subject, particularly a
science.

Modern Foreign Language

Another Modern Foreign Language,
English Literature, History, Politics.

French

Another Modern Foreign Language,
English Literature, History, Politics.

Most degrees require Geography

Some Geography BSc (science) degrees
prefer one from Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics or Physics.

Usually two from Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry and Biology.

Geography, Geology, Computing/
Computer Science.

German (a handful of universities offer
the opportunity to study German from
scratch, without German A-level).

Another Modern Foreign Language,
English Literature, History.

Most degrees require History.

English Literature, Sociology, religious
Studies, a modern or classical language.

None

Art, English Literature, History, Religious
Studies, French, German, Spanish.

Usually none, although a few universities
require English.

History, other facilitating subjects.
There really are no essential subjects for
Law. Maybe one choice should involve
essay or report writing. History gives you
good relevant skills for Law but is not
essential.

Sometimes Mathematics.

Mathematics, Business Studies

Normally two from Chemistry,
Mathematics, Physics, Biology (also
Design Technology for some universities).

Chemistry, Design and Technology,
Further Mathematics, Computing/
Computer Science.

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form

Which subjects are essential and desirable
for your chosen university course?

SUBJECT

Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering

Media Studies (inc.
Communication Studies)

Medicine

Nursing and Midwifery

Occupational Therapy

Optometry (Ophthalmic
Optics)

Orthoptics

Pharmacy

Philosophy

Physics

Physiotherapy

Planning

Politics

Psychology

Religious Studies/
Theology

ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

Mathematics and sometimes Further
Mathematics

USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

Further Mathematics, Physics, computing
/Computer Science.

Mathematics, usually Physics.

Further Mathematics, Design Technology,
Computing/Computer Science.
Mechanical Engineering departments
may have a preference for Mathematics
A-levels with a strong mechanics
component.

A few courses ask for English or Media
Studies.

English, Media Studies, Sociology,
Psychology.

If you do Chemistry, Biology and one from
Mathematics or Physics you will keep all
the medical schools open to you If you do
Chemistry and Biology you will keep open
the vast majority. If you do Chemistry
and one from Mathematics and Physics
you will limit your range of choices much
more.

Further Mathematics or a Contrasting
(non-science) subject, Computing/
Computer Science,

For most traditional courses, Music and
Grade VII/VIII, although some universities
will consider candidates without A-level
Music.

Some universities have a preference for a
least one essay-based subiject.

Usually Biology or another science.

Biology, Sociology, Psychology,
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics.

Some courses ask for Biology.

Psychology, Physical Education,
Sociology or another science.

See courses ask for Biology

Psychology, Physical Education,
Sociology or another science

Biology

Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics,
Computing/Computer Science.

Chemistry and one from Biology,
Mathematics and Physics keeps the vast
majority of courses open to you. Some
courses like to see Chemistry, Biology
and Mathematics. Doing Chemistry and
Biology keeps most courses open.

Mathematics, Physics, Computing/
Computer Science

None

Mathematics, and Religious Studies.

Mathematics, Physics

Further Mathematics, Chemistry,
Computing/Computer Science.

Most courses will consider you with just
Biology. However, some also require
a second science from Chemistry,
Mathematics or Physics.

Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics,
Psychology.

Sometimes Geography

Geography, Mathematics

Usually none

History, Sociology, English Literature,
Religious Studies, Business Studies

A few courses ask for one from Biology,
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics

Biology, Mathematics, Psychology,
Sociology, Computing/Computer Science

None

Religious Studies, English Literature,
History
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Which subjects are essential and desirable
for your chosen university course?

SUBJECT

Sociology

Spanish

Speech Therapy

Sports Science /
Physical Education

Surveying

Teacher Training

Veterinary Science

ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

None

USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL
QUALIFICATIONS

Sociology, Psychology, Geography,
Computing/Computer Science.

Spanish (some degrees will also consider
French, German or Italian)

Another Modern Foreign Language,
English Literature, History, Politics.

Some universities want a science such
as Biology, Chemistry or Physics. Some
Specify Biology, but some degrees will
consider candidates with none of these.

A modern foreign language (for example,
French, German, Spanish, Italian),
English Language (and Literature),

Psychology.

Many courses want to see one from
Biology/Chemistry/Mathematics/Physics
(some courses will treat Physical
Education as a science.

Physical Education, Psychology.

For some types of Surveying e.g. Building
Surveying, Mathematics and Physics
could be helpful. For Estate Management
(General Practice Surveying most A Level
combinations will be considered.

At least one from Art, Biology, Chemistry,
Computing, Design and Technology,
Drama (Theatre Studies), English,
French, Geography, German, History,
ICT, Italian, Mathematics, Music, Physics,
Physical Education, Religious Studies
(Theology), Spanish.

Another of the subjects listed.

You should do Chemistry and Biology and
one from Mathematics/Physics so that
you have all universities open to you.
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What courses should I be considering to
achieve the best outcomes?

PATHWAY CHALLENGE

Students following this
pathway will tend to
read courses at Russell
Group universities or
Oxbridge. Students
following this route
should be aiming to
achieve 9s, 8s and 7s
in their outcomes.

OUTCOMES
AND GOAL

ACADEMIC

BLENDED

Students following these pathways follow a wide
range of routes. They will either attend a range
of universities reading pure or applied courses.
They will also seek advanced apprenticeships

through local and national providers.

SPECIALIST

Students following
this pathway tend
to seek advanced
apprenticeships
through local and
national providers,
some students also
seek employment
directly after their
studies finish.

To follow this pathway
you must select two
courses from the
Academic pathway and
one from the Specialist
pathway or vice versa.
If you only select one
course from a pathway
you MUST follow this
course for two years.

Biology

Art and Design

Business (BTEC)
single or double

Chemistry

Fine Art

Applied Science
(BTEC) single or
Forensic Science

English Literature

Health and Social
Care (BTEC) single or
double

French

D&T: Product Design

Physical Education
(BTEC)

Mathematics

English Language

IT and Creative Digital
Media Production
(BTEC)

Further Mathematics

Drama and Theatre
Studies

Physics

Media Studies

Spanish

Psychology

Music

Geography

Sociology

History

Art (Textiles)
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West Lakes Academy Sixth Form
Previous Pupils’ Destinations

STUDENT

PROVIDER NAME
University of Cumbria

COURSE PLACED
TV and Media

Liverpool John Moore

Graphic Design

Nottingham Trent

Law

Newcastle

Business Management

Edge Hill

English Literature

Liverpool

Maths

York

Japanese

Northumbria

Graphic Design

Northumbria

Business Computing

Leeds

Human Geography & Planning

Northumbria

Psychology

Stirling

Psychology

olnl2]|ale|x|v|jo|a|ls|w|d]—

Newcastle

Mechanical Engineering

—
S

Carlisle

Law

N
(@)]

Newcastle

Civil & Structural Engineering

—_
»

Manchester

English & Creative Writing

—_
~

Liverpool

Marketing

N
(0]

Leeds

Human Physiology

-
(o]

Newcastle

Business Management

N
o

Falmouth

Film Studies

N
—_

Lancaster

Theoretical Physics with Maths

N
N

Edge Hill

Business & Management

N
w

Manchester

English & Film

N
N

Leeds

Philosophy, Polictics & Economics

N
(6]

Northumbria

Business Management

N
(o))

Manchester

Midwifery

N
~

Glasgow

Aerospace Systems

N
©

Liverpool

Wildlife Conservation

N
©

Newcastle

Sports Science

w
(@]

Northumbria

Sports Coaching

w
-

Manchester

Primary Education with QTS

w
N

Northumbria

Business & Management

w
w

Edge Hill

Children's Nursing

w
=

Glasgow

Chemistry

w
(&)

Edge Hill

Psychology

w
(o)}

UCLAN

Biomedical Science

w
~

Manchester

Biology

w
oo

Durham

Law

w
(o]

Birmingham

Philosophy & Sociology

N
o

Edge Hill

Secondary English with QTS

IS
—

Lakes College

Art
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West Lakes Academy Sixth Form
Previous Pupils’ Destinations

Apprenticeships

STUDENT

PROVIDER NAME
Jacobs

COURSE PLACED
Degree Level Project Management

Riverside Evolve

Electrician

Gen 2

Business

BAE

Degree Level Project Management

Sellafield

Business

Sellafield

Nuclear Operator

Sellafield

Nuclear Welding Inspector

Sellafield

Welding Inspector

Jacobs

Electrician

AS Design

Sign Maker

Sellafield

Degree Level Project Management

Sellafield

Nuclear Operator

Sellafield

Degree Level Project Management

Gen 2

Skilled Craft

RAF

Officer Training

Gen 2

Teacher Training

Sellafield

Nuclear Operator

WLA

Human Resources

slzlzlzla|z|as|z|ale]|=|~|o|a|a|e|m|~

Sellafield

Degree Level Operations

N
o

Sellafield

Nuclear Welding

[\
SN

C.C.C.

Civil Engineering

N
N

Sellafield

Degree Level Scientific

N
w

Sellafield

Business Administration

N
g

Sellafield

Degree Level Operations

N
()]

Sellafield

Degree Level System Controls

N
()]

Sellafield

Degree Level Project Management

[\
~

Sellafield

Degree Level Quality management

N
oo

Cumbria Constabulary

Policing

N
(o]

Jacobs

Degree Level Project Management

w
(@]

Gen 2

Nuclear Operator

w
-

Gen 2

Electrician

w
N

Sellafield

Degree Level Design Engineering

w
w

Sellafield

Engineering

w
~

Jacobs

Engineering

w
()]

Sellafield

Degree Level Project Management

w
(o))

Sellafield

Health Physics

w
~

Gen 2

Business Administration

w
(e¢]

West Lakeland Veterinary Group

Veterinary Nursing

w
©

WLA

Learning Support Assistant
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West Lakes Academy Sixth Form
Entry Requirements

General Entry Requirements
You must still achieve the specific subject entry requirements to be confirmed on the course after the first three weeks

trial process.

All students will be expected to have achieved GCSE English Language and GCSE Maths at grade 4.
Any students without these will be required to continue to study these courses. Students will be permitted to continue
to study these courses to achieve a grade 5 if they have identified a future pathway that requires these grades.

COURSE LEVEL REQUIREMENTS

Four A levels

5 9-7s including GCSE grade 7 or higher in three of the four subjects you want to follow.
No vocational subjects allowed

INICEYNEES

5 9-4s with at least three of these at 5 or above (can include 5s from English and maths)
these grades must be in full course GCSE subjects. No vocational subjects permitted

4 A Level / Vocational
Level 3 Combination

Combination of 7 9-5s (can include 5s from English and maths) grades at GCSE or
MERIT or above in Vocational subjects.

3 A Level / Vocational
Level 3 Combination

Combination of 5 9-4s with at least three of these at 5 or above (can include 4s from
English and maths) grades from GCSE courses or MERIT or above in Vocational
subjects

subjects

Vocational Level 3

5 9-4s (can include 4s from English and maths) grades at GCSE or equivalent, with at
least a Merit or 4 grade in a relevant BTEC/GCSE.

You must also meet the specific subject entry requirements for specific courses and final confirmation on all courses is
subject to the completion of a successful three week induction process. You will then be confirmed onto roll.

SUBJECT

Art (Design,
Fine and
Textiles)

ENGLISH
LANG GCSE

MATHS
GCSE

OTHER REQUIREMENTS/
INFORMATION

If not studied may need to attend
a portfolio interview

RELEVANT SUBJECT

At least a 5 grade at GCSE if
studied

Biology

Students need to have studied
a minimum of two GCSEs in
science, reaching grade 6 at least
in both.

At least a 6 grade at GCSE

Chemistry

Students need to have studied a
minimum of two GCSEs in science,
reaching grade 6 at least in both
and a grade 6 in GCSE Maths. They
will need to be studying one of the
maths courses.

At least a 6 grade at GCSE

West Lakes Academy Sixth Form
Entry Requirements

ENGLISH
LANG GCSE

Media Studies 5*

SUBJECT

MATHS
GCSE

4

RELEVANT SUBJECT

At least a 4 grade at GCSE

OTHER REQUIREMENTS/
INFORMATION

Modern Foreign 5
Languages

At least a 7 grade at GCSE

Music

At least a 5 grade at GCSE

may also need to attend an
audition

Physics

At least a 6 grade at GCSE

Students need to have studied
a minimum of two GCSEs in
science, reaching grade 6 at
least in both and a grade 6 in
GCSE Maths.hey will need to
be studying one of the maths

courses.

At least a 6 grade at GCSE

Students need to have studied
a minimum of two GCSEs in
science, reaching grade 6 at least
in both and a grade 6 in GCSE
Maths. Must also study one of the
mathematics post-16 courses we
offer.

Product Design
subjects

At least a 5 grade in the specific
Product Design subject or a MERIT
in vocational subjects

Psychology

Not required but if taken, 6 grade
at GCSE

Sociology

Not required but if taken, 5 grade
at GCSE

BTEC Business

Not required but if taken, 4 grade
at GCSE or MERIT on BTEC
course

BTEC Digital
Creative Media

Not required but if taken, 4 grade
at GCSE or MERIT on BTEC
course

BTEC
Engineering

Level 2 Merit in Engineering

students need to have achieved a
6 in Physics

Drama and
Theatre

Engagement in Drama clubs,
activities and events

BTEC P.E.

Merit Grade in BTEC Sport if taken
at GCSE

5 in Science/Biology/ Physical
ability .Access/ previous access
to sport

English
Language

At least a grade 5 in English -
language GCSE

English
Literature

At least a grade 5 in English
literature GCSE

BTEC Health
and Social care

5 in Health and Social Care if taken
at GCSE or or MERIT on BTEC
course

4 in Science

Further Maths

- Must also be doing Maths A Level

BTEC Applied
Science

5 grade will be needed in two
science GCSEs. Or at least a
double MERIT at BTEC Level 2.

Geography

At least a 5 grade at GCSE -

History

At least a 5 grade at GCSE Extended writing subject - If
candidate does not have a grade
5 in Eng Lan, will accept grade 5

in Eng Lit.

BTEC Forensic
Science

5 grade will be needed in two
science GCSEs. Or at least a
double MERIT at BTEC Level 2.

AS Maths 4

Core Maths 4

At least a 5 grade at GCSE

*= students may be accepted onto the course with a 4 as long as they are following a resit pathway and are successful

in the first three weeks trial period.
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Year 11 Sixth Form
Recruitment Timeline

WEST LAKES
MONTH WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
November Student subject options questionnaire sent round to year 11 students. ACAD E MY

December Sixth form assembly delivered to year 11 and final option blocks shared with
Year 11 students. S I X T H F O R M

January Sixth Form Open Evening.

Notes:

Applications open.

February All students (and parents/carers if desired) receive a guidance meeting
linked to their option block and career choices. (Options informed by choice,
predicted one grades and subject entry criteria).

Year 11 data collection for WLA students to inform guidance.

Applications close.

All students (and parents/carers) receive a place offer with minimum
expectations (grades, conduct and attendance) via post.

Interview process completed and courses that are expected to be running
published.

Courses approved on minimum indicated starts vs actual starts weighting

Students with a course not running invited back to another meeting to revisit
options.

May Offer check survey against data capture carried out to check for changes in
performance with a request for a review meeting.

June Sixth form taster day.
July Release of STEP tasks.

August Results day, place confirmation and course review.

September First day of term.
Deadline for STEP tasks.
Final course approved based on student numbers.
First three weeks trial period begins.

West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form West Lakes Academy - Sixth Form




CHANGING LIVES
THROUGH LEARNING

AA

WEST LAKES
ACADEMY

SIXTH FORM

West Lakes Academy,
Main Street,
Egremont,
Cumbria,

CA22 2DQ

Tel: 01946 820356

Email: contactus.wla@changinglives.education
Web: wla.education

Changing Lives

West Lakes Academy is a member of Changing Lives Learning Trust. Registered in England and Wales:
Company Number: 6627459, Registered Office: Main Street, Egremont, Cumbria, CA22 2DQ

Designed and produced by creative. Web: www.the-creativeagency.co.uk




