
 

MUSIC

MUSIC Curriculum Intent

Our aim is to deliver a curriculum that sparks curiosity and creativity in music. Students write and perform their own pieces in a supportive and 
reflective environment empowering them to build on their skills. Students learn composition, performance and analysis and are inspired by both 
historical and contemporary musicians. They engage in lessons that teach them how to express themselves effectively using a universal language, it 
shows students that everyone can do it and there are no limits. Students’ learning is extended by multiple opportunities in extracurricular activities 
both in and out of school. By performing to an audience, the students experience the power and impact music has on everyone and the satisfaction 
felt by a performer when their message is communicated.

CURRICULUM LESSONS ALLOCATED OVER WEEK

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

1 1 1 2.5 2 - -

INSPIRE MOTIVATE ACHIEVE

Music is a vibrant and eye opening subject 
that will inspire and create opportunities for 
all students at West Lakes Academy. Through 

performing, composing and production 
projects, students will gain a wealth of skills 
and techniques across a variety of styles of 

music. 
Teachers in music are highly skilled in a range 

of instruments and show passion for the 
subject and bring these skills into their 

lessons to engage students.
Students in music have the opportunity to 

explore their own interests in music through 
the curriculum and extra-curricular 

opportunities available to all students. 

A motivated learner in music is committed to 
their work and brings their own passion for 

music into their projects. Learners are 
engaged and confident to talk about their 
work to their peers, teachers and anyone 
who enters the classroom. Students are 

encouraged to explore their own styles of 
music that they listen to at home and 

experiment in a classroom where mistakes 
are embraced and overcome. 

Success in music is achieved through a range 
of pathways and will ultimately be gained 

through a students passion for the subject. 
Each students forms their own pathway 

through the music curriculum and is able to 
explore their own creativity through 

performance, composition and production.

Students are able articulate their learning 
which covers a large variety of genres and 

artists. Students are able to form their own 
opinions on the genres and talk about why 
they like or dislike different styles but still 

have an appreciation for different genres of 

Cross Curricular links 

History - The History of the 12 bar 
blues and links to the Slave Trade
English - Iambic Pentameter and 
links to rap/hip-hop
Geography - Locations of different 
genres. Gamelan music, Music 
from China, 12 bar blues, Where 
notation comes from, 
Reggae,Hip-Hop
PSHE - Racism and Religion. 
LGBTQ+

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9 Year 11

Year 10

Inspire and engage Revise and refine

Analyse and expand

Connect and compare

Explore and interpret

SUBJECT CURRICULUM THEMES

CONTINUING THE CURRICULUM PATH

Performance

Production Sound & 
Lighting

Composition

Future Pathways

- Songwriter/Composer
- Music teacher
- Musician/Performer
- Digital content creator 
- Music therapist
- Audio engineer
- Music producer
- Session Musician
- DJ

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9 Year 11

Year 10



WLA Music
Curriculum theme: 

Inspire and Engage
The focus in Year 7  is to ignite a love 
of Music through an engaging and 

innovative curriculum. Students 
explore new styles of music through a 

series of performances and 
compositions and be able to develop 
their skills on multiple instruments 

across the year. 

2. Elements of Music - Rhythm, Dynamics, Pitch and Tempo
Students will continue their work on rhythmic notation and explore the use of dynamics, pitch and tempo. This will be done through 
listening quizzes and short performances on the keyboard.

 Assessment: Written paper
Real outcome: …

1. Rhythm Notation
At the start of year 7 we start with learning basic rhythm notation  and their names - semibreve, minim, crotchet, quaver and 
semiquaver. Students will be able to use basic 4 beat rhythms and notation them using the correct notation. From there we will explore 
the use of music technology to create a piece containing polyrhythms on drums and layers of other band instruments. 

Assessment: Garageband project submission
Real outcome: …

3 . Gamelan
We will explore all of the different layers that come together to make Gamelan music. From it’s location in 
Indonesia to the rules in which players follow to be able to play the music. Students will learn about the 
history before playing a piece of Gamelan music as a class. They will then split into groups to write and 
perform a group piece of Gamelan music. 

Assessment: Group Performance
Real outcome: …

    

4 Melody and basic notation
During this project, students will learn about treble clef notation and be able to identify notes to 
play a series of melodies on the keyboard. Students who already play the piano have the 
opportunity to practice and develop their own playing and music theory skills. 

Assessment: Written notation exercise
Real outcome: 

    

5. Ukulele and melodies
Students will learn basic chords on the ukulele to play along with a track or a melody 
played on the keyboard. In groups, students will practice a piece in groups to present 
to the class. 

Assessment: Class performance
Real outcome: students performances are recorded and shared between classes

6 Bringing it all 
together Band Project
Over 6 weeks, students will form 
bands with other students in their 
class. They will learn a piece of 
music using keyboards, ukuleles, 
guitars, drums and bass guitar to 
perform to the class. 

Assessment: Group Performance
Real outcome: …
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WLA Music
Curriculum theme: 

Explore and Interpret
Following an inspirational Year 7, 

students will continue to develop their 
musical skills and knowledge through 

a variety of topics covering 
performance, composition and 

production. Students will be 
encouraged to develop their own skills 

through a range of individual and 
group projects. 

2  Production Project - Don’t Stop Believing
Using garageband, students will spend 6 weeks layering instruments to create their own mix of the song ‘Don’t Stop Believing’ by 
Journey. Students will learn to record their own drum pattern using a beat sequencer then record a bass line, add chords and 
eventually add a melody (by either importing an mp3, playing their own melody on a virtual piano or by singing the melody)

Assessment: Garageband project submitted
Real outcome: …

Year 7 recap
We will be revisiting all of the skills and knowledge developed in Year 7. Throughout all of the units in Year 8, we will be adding to the 
layers of prior knowledge and developing our skills and knowledge further.

3 Riffs and Improvisation
Students will spend 6 weeks learning different riffs in samba and dixieland styles on the xylophones before 
learning how to improvise using a set of notes. At first we will use just 3 notes to improvise, building up to a 
full pentatonic scale. 

 Assessment: 3 different improvisations as a class. 
Real outcome: …

4 Film Music
Over a 12 week period, students will dive into the land of Film Music and will 
learn about the following…
History of film music
Diegetic and Non-diegetic
Theme tune
Leitmotif
Cue Sheet
Click Track
Mickey Mousing
Soundtrack
Composers - John Williams, Hans Zimmer
Composing to a film - Mixcraft project
Foley sound effects

We will learn by completing a series of listening tasks, a short performance 
and a short DAW project.
Writing Assessment: Written assessment
Real outcome: students film scenes shared with home

    

5 Club Dance music - EDM
Students will learn about where Dance 
music comes from and explore a variety 
of styles such as House, Garage and 
Techno. Through this project, students 
will be able to write a piece of dance 
music using a build up and break down 
following a basic EDM style.
Assessment: Garageband submission and 
Quiz
Real outcome: students have a finished 
piece of club dance music that they can 
play on the do decks against other 
students oueces
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1 Consonance and Dissonance
This term, students will learn about consonance and dissonance in music and where it is used. Through work on the keyboards, 
students will explore major and minor chords and the harmony created. They will then write a melody that fits with a simple chord 
pattern. 
Assessment: Solo or Duet performances
Real outcome: …



WLA Music
Curriculum theme: 

Connect and Compare
The focus in Year 9 is to develop skills 

learnt throughout year 9 leading on to 
key stage 4.  We will connect previous 
work on the key elements of music to 
further our understanding on music 
and how it is built. Students will also 

learn…

2 Remixing
Continuing from our year 8 EDM project, we will be developing our remixing skills by taking a reggae piece of music and changing the 
genre into a style of dance music. We will start by learning about Reggae music including the instruments, chords, key signatures and 
the different layers that give it a laid back and relaxed feeling. Then, through performance we will learn the riffs and chords to ‘Thee 
Little Birds’ by Bob Marley before using these skills in a remixing piece
Assessment: 
Real outcome: Remixing competition established for the whole year group

1 Game  Music
We will start this year by looking into the world of Video Game music. We will start by exploring character themes then explore 
soundtracks, changing mood/atmosphere then sound effects. We will finish this project with a short performance project creating 
theme tunes for a character
… Assessment: …
Real outcome:  

3 Elements of Music
Over 6 weeks, students will learn about the different elements of music. 

- Melody
- Articulation
- Dynamics
- Texture
- Structure
- Harmony
- Instruments
- Rhythm
- Tempo/Time
- Style

Assessment: Written Assessment
Real outcome: …

4 Hip Hop/Rap
Students will explore the style of Hip Hop in relation to Rap. Over the course of a half 
term students will write a series of different length raps including introduction raps, 
iambic pentameters and longer raps relating to a historical theme. Students will look 
at the musical Hamilton and how it rose to become a staple on Broadway and the 
West End. Students write their own background music using skills learnt in the year 8 
projects ‘Don’t stop believing’ and ‘EDM’

Assessment: A rap relating to an event in history with an original backing track
Real outcome: Students record their own rap 

5 DJ/Rap
Following on from the Hip Hop and Rap  unit we will be looking into 
the role of a DJ and the evolution of DJing across the world. Each 
student will have the opportunity to use a DJ controller and learn a 
range of different DJing techniques
Assessment: Written raps, ATL mark
Real outcome: …

6 Personalised individual projects
Introduction to BTEC individual projects. Students will be taught 
how to write and follow development plans. Over 5 weeks, 
students will choose to perform, compose, rap, DJ or remix to 
create an outcome to show the class at the end of term. 
Students will document their progress over the project in line 
with the BTEC component 2
Assessment: Presentation to the class on their chosen skill.
Real outcome: …
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Year 8 recap
We will be revisiting all of the skills and knowledge developed in Year 8. Throughout all of the units in Year 9, we will be adding to the layers of prior 
knowledge and developing our skills and knowledge further.



WLA Music
Curriculum theme: 

Analyse and Expand

Exploring component 2
Students will learn about skills development and how to structure their component 2 
coursework. Choosing 2 skills from performance, composition and production, students will 
look at target setting and making development plans as a practice for component 2.

Component 1 Learning time
Students will learn the following in preparation for their component 1 NEA work

- A variety of genres of music
- Linking the genres to the elements of music
- Creating a DAW project - on garageband or mixcraft
- Writing a piece  of music for film or video game
- A short performance
- An original composition

Assessment: Mock component 1 

January - Component 1
Students will spend this term working on their component 1 unit in 
lessons. 

- Write about 4 genres of music making links to the elements of 
music giving examples throughout

- Make 3 products (30-60 seconds long) from the following list
- Performance
- Music for media
- Original Composition

Assessment Ongoing - Deadline Friday 27th March

Refining Component 2 - Ready to sit in 
September year 11
We will look back on our component 2 work that we 
started to explore in the Autumn term and look at 
how we can use the skills that we learnt during 
component 1 to push this further.

Exploring Skills for Component 3
Understand the layout of 
component 3 and the skills that is 
assesses. 
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Year 9 recap
We will be revisiting all of the skills and knowledge developed in Year 9. Throughout all of the units in Year 10, we will be adding to the 
layers of prior knowledge and developing our skills and knowledge further.



WLA Music
Curriculum theme: 

Revise and Refine

Refining Component 3
Through a series of short mock exams and activities, 
students will learn how to structure their component 3 
and what is expected from the exam board ready to start 
their exam in January.

Term 1 Component 1 and 2 resits.
Students have time to complete any component 1 or 2 resits from year 10. They 
will choose which component to focus on this term. 

Component 1 - 4 genres of music linking to the elements of music and 3 products
Component 2 - Skills development. Choose 2 from Performance, Composition and 
Production
Assessment ongoing. Deadline Friday 28th November

Component 3
Responding to a Music Brief requires learners to 
apply musical skills and techniques in response 
to a brief to produce a music product.

January - May Assessment ongoing. 
Finished 1st May 
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Year 10 recap
Students have sat their component 1 and 2 units in year 10 and now have the chance to resit these components. Throughout year 10 
producing, composing and performance skills were refined through a series of different topics. Genres such as Reggae, Blues, 
Psychedelic Rock, Minimalism and Pop were studied and students then chose their individual genres to research and understanding 
through their component 1 unit. 

Potential destinations
6th Form
Carlisle College
Kendal College


