WLA English
Curriculum theme:

Inspire and Engage
The focus in Year 7 is to ignite a love
of English through a broad and
engaging curriculum. We want to
share our passion for all things English
and inspire our students to read, write
and speak for pleasure and with
developing confidence.

There is a big focus this year on
developing skills and knowledge
through oracy and real end of unit
outcomes.

3. The Giver: What is the
role of the individual in
challenging or resisting a

broken system?

Spine text will be The Giver by Lois

Lowry
Writing Assessment:

Real outcome: Enter in 500 word
competition. Successful students are

published.
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2. A Midsummer Night’s
Dream: How do our
relationships impact us?

Focus on context — Shakespeare’s background
and influences. Focus on ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’ and the characters that have strong
voices and aren’t afraid to speak out and
against others: Helena, Hermia, Bottom,
Titania.

Reading Assessment: Exploring the treatment
of females in Shakespeare’s times.

Writing Assessment: Modern day monologues
inspired by the issues raised in the play.
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3b. Ancient Origins: How
does exploring the past help
us understand and
appreciate different cultures

and traditions?

Spine text: The Giver by Lois Lowry
Oracy: debate - what is the perfect world?

3a. Dystopian writing: Which

is the more important
‘ trait for a hero -

empathy or

courage?
Spine text: The Giver by Lois Lowry
Oracy: debate - what is the perfect world?

2b. Performance and public
speaking: When is it time to use
my voice, and when is it time to
listen to others?

Develop performance and public speaking skills in a
safe space.Oracy Assessment: Perform an extract
from one of the plays with focus on character
representation and interpretation of the script.

2a. Monologues: How does
resilience intersect with mental
and emotional well-being?

Using Shakespeare’s text as a way to develop
performance and public speaking skills in a safe
space.

Oracy Assessment: Perform an extract from one of
the plays with focus on character representation and
interpretation of the script.

and evil.

| 1b. Myths and legends: Are monsters born or made?

Students will look at myths and legends from across the world and what they can teach us about the nature of good

Reading Assessment: Comprehension task on myth studied - Sir Gawain/Beowulf.
Oracy: Group presentations on a myth of their choosing and its influence on literature today.
Real outcome:

of the future?

1a. Biography and Autobiography: How can the voices of the past influence the voices

We start Year 7 with a tranitionary unit. . You will have the opportunity to show your teacher your literacy knowledge and skills.
We will then explore a selection of autobiographical extracts from across time and the influence these voices have had on society.
Writing Assessment: Individual piece of autobiographical writing
Oracy: Small group presentation on an influential event in their life.
Real outcome: Write a letter to a person such as Malala Yousafzai or Marcus Rashford
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WLA English “
Curriculum theme:
Explore and Interpret

Following an inspirational Year 7,
students will continue to develop their

structure, technique, | the voices of the future?
language and comparing

to real articles with a

similar theme.
/ ‘“) ®

2. Refugee Boy: What 2a. Performance and public speaking:
is the role of the When is it time to use my voice, and when
individual in is it time to listen to others?

cha"enging or Writing Assessment: S

.. Oracy Assessment:
resisting a broken
system? 2b. Grimm Fairy Tales: How can the voices

Spine text: Refugee boy, by of the past influence the voices of teh

Benjamin Zephaniah. Exploring
how Sissay uses theatrical fUtu re?
techniques to tell Alem’s story on | Grimm Fairy Tales and ideas about heroes and villains.
stage. Writing Assessment: Extract from a ‘twisted’ fairy tale, taking
BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH'S Reading Assessment: Analysis of | tropes and distorting/subverting them.
,:, } REEUGEE dramatic techniques and their

OY impact on the story.
Oracy: Group presentation in
class on topics of persecution.

knowledge and skills in Year 8 through 3. Poet.ry 3a. H|stor|ca.|l non-fiction: How
exploration of a wide variety of fiction collection: How does exploring the past help us
and non-fiction texts from different does resilience | understand and appreciate
ti d places. They will b . . .
T Sy intersect with  different cultures and Vg
encouraged to develop their personal o /
responses to the written word through mental and traditions? >
group and individual interpretation. emotional Writing Assessment: COMPARE <&
. Oracy Assessment:
wellbeing?
A4 Exploring a wide range of | 2y, Grimm Fairy Tales: How can
ar ‘ persecution and conflict . .
z SEETE, [FEaUE 6 the voices of the past influence
WAl

Grimm Fairy Tales and ideas about heroes and
villains.

Writing Assessment: Extract from a ‘twisted’ fairy
tale, taking tropes and distorting/subverting them.
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1a. Gothic fiction: How can we explore our anxieties
and concerns about society?

1. The Strange Case ofDr Exploring other Gothic novels and extracts.
’ Writing Assessment: Students write their own extract from a dystopian story. Best

JekyII and Mr Hyde:Are stories shared on social media and are used in a dystopian display.

monsters born or made? OracY Assessment: Group presentétlons ofé famous character and their ‘alter-ego’,
) examining the why and how of their other side.

Using the text of Doctor Jekyll and Mr

Hyde by R.L Stephenson and other Gothic . . . .
oo e s crafe. how | 1D, Alter-egos: Which is the more important trait for

does Stephenson’s methodology engage a hero - empathy or courage?
the rt?ader in the allegory? ) Exploring modern texts, including comics and graphic novels.
RESCIERsSESSMENtaComBISEnzIon Writing Assessment: Students write their own extract from an alter-ego story. Best
ta=iqoniatiextidcaitomp e lishaliyces stories shared on social media and are used in an alter-egos display.
Oracy Assessment: Group presentations of a famous character and their ‘alter-ego’,
examining the why and how of their other side.

Year 7 recap
We will be revisiting all of the skills and knowledge developed in Year 7. Throughout all of the units in Year 8, we will be adding to the
WEST LAKES layers of prior knowledge and developing our skills and knowledge further.




WLA English
Curriculum theme:

Connect and Compare
The focus in Year 9 is to develop skills
in summarising and comparing a
selection of texts, themes and views.
The content of the Year 9 curriculum is
more challenging and students will be
focusing on exploring and comparing a
selection of whole texts and a variety
of poems

A

3b. How do our relationships
impact us?

Transitional unit to GCSE studies, looking at
key skills of annotation, revision, essay
structure and proofreading.

Reading Assessment:

Comparing two poems.

Real Outcome: Revision pack for moving into
GCSEs

/

/
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3a.How does exploring the past help us
understand and appreciate different cultures
and traditions?

Focuses on attitudes towards spoken language, looking at accent, dialect
and sociolects
Assessment: Presentation about an aspect of language or a specific dialect

\ /

F 2. Hamlet: How does
resilience intersect with
. mental and emotional

A well-being?

% Hamlet Study of Shakespeare’s tragedy
with a focus on universal themes.
Reading Assessment: Extract and essay

2a. Articles and blogs: How can we explore

our anxieties and concerns about society?

Writing assessment: Written article on the theme of mental health
and self-care.

Oracy Assessment: Class discussion around mental health support
for young people.

themes in the extract?

1. Of Mice and Men: Which is
the more important trait for a

hero - empathy or courage?
Spine text: Of Mice and Men by John
Steinbeck. Examining the challenges of
studying ‘problematic’ texts and how we can
use such novels to educate us moving
forwards.

Reading Assessment: Structure focused
extended reading task on the whole text. How
has Steinbeck structured the text to interest
the audience?

question on the theme of tragedy. How
. does Shakespeare explore the tragic

2b. Victorian ghost stories: Are monsters

born or made?

Writing assessment: Extract from a ghost story in the style of a
Victorian sensationalist story.

Oracy Assessment: Group audio recording of a Victorian ghost story.

1a. Powerful Voices: When is it time to use my
voice, and when is it time to listen to others?

Examining a range of influential speeches exploring civil rights, the life of
Martin Luther King, America in the 1920/1930’s.

Writing assessment: Online article about prejudice in our modern society.
Oracy Assessment: Presentation on an area of civil rights highlighted in the
novel.

1b. Newspapers: How can the voices of the past
influence the voices of the future?

Writing assessment: Newspaper article on the importance of historical novels
and what they can teach a modern society.

Oracy Assessment: Presentation on an influential historical novel and why it
should be taught in schools.

Year 8 recap

We will be revisiting all of the skills and knowledge developed in Year 8. Throughout all of the units in Year 9, we will be adding to the
layers of prior knowledge and developing our skills and knowledge further.

WEST LAKES




