
Revision Method: Flashcards

How to be successful:

● Use different coloured flashcards, pens or highlighters to differentiate between different topics in your cards 
and associate a certain colour with a topic.

● Just reading the information on your cards won’t get you very far. Instead, try the blurting method with your 
cards. Cover or turn over your cards and write down the information you think is on there. Check your answer 
and keep writing out your notes over and over, until you can remember everything on your flashcard.

● Studies have found that it's more effective to review a whole stack of cards in one sitting rather than to carry 
them around with you and glance at them every so often.

●  Use spaced repetition - Review your cards at specific, increasing intervals: for example on Day 1, Day 2, Day 
4, Day 8 and so on. 

● Make sure you have a ‘thinking pause’ after picking one up and reading the question, then turn the card over 
to read the information. Once you get an answer right using your flashcards – DO NOT DISCARD IT! You 
need to keep repeating the questions even if you get it right multiple times otherwise it will fall out of your 
memory.

●  Try writing the answer or definition in your own words and giving examples. This will help your learning and 
recall.

● Support video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzCEJVtED0U&t=149s 

Create flashcards to help you remember key ideas and quotes.

https://www.bcu.ac.uk/exams-and-revision/best-ways-to-revise/the-blurting-method
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzCEJVtED0U&t=149s


Model Flashcards

What are three quotes that show Macbeth’s ambition? 
How?

“Stars, hide your fires, let not light see my black and deep desires”
- Macbeth fantasises about seizing power for himself. He wishes to obscure these evil thoughts from 
outside observers. Darkness stands for Macbeth’s moral unscrupulousness. Light could stand for God 
who will judge MB’s thoughts.

“Vaulting ambition which o’erleaps itself, And falls on th’other”
Macbeth is describing his lack of motivation, and the fact that the only thing driving him at present is 
ambition. He recognises at this point in the play that ambition can make people rush and make mistakes, 
so he is almost pre-empting the disasters to come. 

“Out, out, brief candle!  Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player”
His ambitious and cruel nature has culminated in a complete rejection of the significance to life itself. 
Presenting humans as “a poor player” and his environment as “the stage” similarly makes the experience 
of theater a metaphor for one’s life in the world. Shakespeare presents the finitude and emptiness of 
Macbeth’s experience and the void of his language as a layered metaphor for each human’s eventual 
demise.

What context and intentions can you link to for the 
character of Lady Macbeth?

Look at these examples. Now, think of questions that you can ask and write detailed answers on the back.
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- Highlighting the unfair and unrealistic treatment of and expectations of women in a patriarchal society.

-While ‘feminism’ was not coined until the 1890s, it can be argued that we can call Shakespeare a 
proto-feminist. He was writing women who have complicated inner lives, with fears and desires and 
senses of humour (Radical for his time).

-Shakespeare wrote some of the strongest female characters in literature. His female characters have 
true agency and drive, separate from the desires of their husbands, fathers or brothers. It can be argued 
that LM is just as ambitious as MB. 

-Early on in the play, LM appears to be the more powerful, stronger member in the relationship with MB. 
She possess great intelligence to plan and cover up Duncan’s murder. She effectively manipulates MB to 
kill Duncan. Shows less remorse/ guilt for Duncan’s death. Shakespeare presents LM as a strong/ 
powerful character to begin with- qualities not associated with women in the Jacobean era. They were 
quiet, submissive and lacking of intelligence. . 
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