
Revision Focus: Past Papers and Self 
Assessment

How to be successful:
The revision strategy involving past papers and self-assessment/teacher marking is highly effective because it uses active recall and metacognition (thinking about your 
own learning) to identify knowledge gaps and refine exam technique. 
Here is a step-by-step guide on how to implement this strategy effectively:
1. Preparation and Practice

- Revise the Content First: Before attempting a full paper, ensure you have a basic understanding of the topic or subject area. Past papers should primarily be 
used to apply knowledge, not learn new material.

- Gather Materials: Download past papers and their corresponding mark schemes and examiner reports from your exam board's website (e.g., AQA, Pearson, 
OCR).

- Simulate Exam Conditions: To build stamina and practice time management, find a quiet space, set a timer according to the paper's duration, and remove all 
distractions (e.g., phone, notes, internet). Complete the entire paper in one sitting if possible. 

2. Self-Assessment (Marking Your Work)
- Mark Honestly: Use the official mark scheme to mark your work strictly. Avoid giving yourself the benefit of the doubt.
- Use a Different Colour Pen: Mark your paper in a distinct colour to clearly see where corrections and annotations have been made.
- Understand the Mark Scheme: Don't just check if an answer is right or wrong. Study the mark scheme to understand how marks are allocated and the specific 

vocabulary or structure examiners are looking for (e.g., command words like "evaluate" or "explain"). 
3. Analysis and Targeted Revision

- Identify Weaknesses: The main goal of this process is to pinpoint knowledge gaps or common mistakes (e.g., misinterpreting questions, forgetting units, failing 
to provide enough detail). Use a "traffic light system" (Red, Amber, Green) to categorise topics based on your confidence levels and prioritise "Red" areas.

- Seek Teacher Feedback: Discuss your results and specific questions you don't understand with your teacher. It is easier for a teacher to address specific 
misunderstandings than an entire topic.

- Rewrite Incorrect Answers: A crucial step is to re-do questions you got wrong without looking at the mark scheme, to cement the correct method and reinforce 
learning.

- Create Actionable Next Steps: Turn your mistakes into a focused revision plan. If you lost marks on a particular topic, dedicate time to re-learn that content (e.g., 
using flashcards, mind maps, or specific practice questions) before attempting another full paper. 

4. Repeat and Track Progress
- Implement Spaced Repetition: Revisit difficult topics and past paper questions at increasing intervals over time to strengthen memory retention.
- Track Your Scores: Keep a record of your scores to monitor improvement, which can be highly motivating.



Revision Focus: Past Papers

On your iPad, there is an app called ‘My Past Papers’ which can be 
used to find practice papers and support materials.


