
Revision Focus: Vocabulary tasks
Effective revision for vocabulary tests relies on active recall, spaced repetition, and using words in context rather than passive re-reading. 
Active Study Methods

● Flashcards (Physical or Digital): This is a proven method for memorization.
● Write the word on one side and the definition/translation (and perhaps a sample sentence or related image) on the other.
● Use the Leitner system with physical flashcards, which involves moving cards you get right into less frequent review boxes.
● Use apps like Anki or Quizlet which automate the spacing for you.
● Self-Quizzing/Blurting: After studying a topic, take a blank piece of paper and write down everything you can remember about the words. Then, check your 

notes and use a different coloured pen to fill in the gaps.
● Teach Someone Else: Explain the meaning and usage of a word to a friend, parent, or even a pet. This forces you to simplify and articulate your 

understanding, highlighting knowledge gaps.
● Practice Tests: Use past papers or mock exams, attempting them under timed conditions without notes. Review the answers thoroughly to identify areas 

needing more work. 
● Deepening Understanding
● Use Words in Sentences: Don't just learn definitions. Actively write sentences of your own using the new vocabulary to ensure you understand how to use 

them correctly in context.
● Mind Maps/Word Associations: Place a key word or topic in the center of a page and draw branches for related words, synonyms, antonyms, and concepts. 

Use different colors and images to make it more visual.
● Read Extensively: Encountering words in different texts (books, articles) helps solidify their meaning and usage. Jot down any new words you come across 

and look up their definitions.
● Think About Stories: Before a social interaction or writing task, mentally rehearse the necessary vocabulary you might need to use. 
● Optimizing the Process
● Revise Little and Often: Short, focused study sessions spread over time (spaced repetition) are much more effective for long-term memory than 

last-minute cramming.
● Mix It Up (Interleaving): Switch between different subjects or topics during a single revision session to keep your brain engaged and prevent monotony.
● Plan Your Revision: Create a structured timetable to ensure all topics are covered and reviewed at appropriate intervals.


