
WLA - KS4 Revision Support Document 

Often, pupils think that reading back over notes a couple of hours before a test counts as ‘revision’. Or, that turning up to after school revision sessions counts 
as ‘doing revision’. The reality is that for revision to be effective, it cannot be passive like this. Within this document we hope to share some active strategies 
to support effective revision. 
 
How to revise successfully: top tips 
● Start revising early - months before the exams 
● Use a revision timetable to organise when you are going to revise 
● Know which topics you need to revise, reflect on your areas of strength and weakness 
● Chunk up your revision into 30 minute sessions and then take a 10 minute break 
● Set up a study area where you can work 
● Remove distractions - when revising, put your phone away and turn the TV off 
● Put post-it notes up with key information on around the house 
● Complete practice papers in timed conditions 
● Don’t just read over your notes! Turn your notes into flashcards / mind maps 
● Reward yourself - when you have completed a revision session, reward yourself with chocolate, or some time watching your favourite TV show. 
 
Revision strategies: 
Flashcards - https://chloeburroughs.com/flashcards/  
Flashcards are for testing not summarising 
Flashcards should be used to test your knowledge, not just as a way to condense your 
notes further. Do not just read your flashcards, as this is passive revision. Instead, use 
flashcards as a quick way of testing what you know.  
1. On the front of the card, write a key term or question 
2. On the back of the card, answer that question or write the definition for the term 
3. Try to guess the answer/definition on the front before checking the answer on the 
back. 
 
One flashcard, one idea 
The most effective flashcards include one question followed by one answer (or one 
term followed by one definition). 
 
Boost your memory by combining pictures and words 
The Pictorial Superiority Effect (PSE) explains that our brains find it easier to recognise 
and recall visual inputs – pictures are easier to remember than words. Research shows 
that someone is likely to remember around 10% of information they read. If an image is 
added to the text, this figure increases and 65% of information is remembered. 
 
Use spaced repetition to memorise your flashcards 
Spaced repetition is the technique of testing yourself multiple times, at intervals dependent on how well you know the concept. The concepts you should 
retest most often are those you’re struggling to learn and commit to memory. The time between these retests should be low. Therefore, the concepts you feel 
confident you understand and remember should be retested less frequently. Once confident, you should 
retest these flashcards just enough to not forget them. 
A simple way of implementing this tip is to sort your flashcards as you revise with them.  
After you answer a flashcard, put it into one of three piles: 
- I have no clue about this 
- I’m not too sure about this 
- I really know this 
The ‘no clue’ pile should be tested soonest. 
 
Don’t just use flashcards 
Flashcards are a great revision tool but they do have disadvantages like every other technique. Flashcards allow you to learn the answers to 
simple questions and the relationship between two pieces of information. What they don’t allow you to do is apply this information to situations, 
understand it in depth or in a wider context. 
Create your own flashcards online using Quizlet: https://quizlet.com/create-set  
Create flashcards using this website, this also spaces revision for you: https://apps.ankiweb.net/  
 
Mind maps 
Mind mapping is a method for storing, organizing, prioritizing, learning, reviewing and memorizing 
information. It presents an overview and summary of a body of knowledge that fuses words and pictures 
together. Mind mapping seamlessly blends logic and creative thought to help us think more effectively 
about the subject we are learning. 
 
What do mind maps look like? 
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Using mind maps effectively 
Once you understand how to take notes in the Mind Map format, you can develop your own conventions for taking them further. The following suggestions 
can help you to get the most from your mind maps: 
● Keep it simple - use single words or uncomplicated phrases 
● Use colour to separate different ideas, or to show where ideas are linked 
● Use symbols and images to help you recall key information 
● Draw cross-linkages - if information from one part of your mind map links to another part, 
draw lines to show the connections. 
Create your own digital mind maps online using this website: https://www.mindmeister.com/  
Or, you could use this app: https://simplemind.eu/  
 
Folding frenzy 
This is an active revision strategy that combines multiple revision strategies (note taking, mind mapping, using images) to produce a useful revision resource. 
Here is how to complete a folding frenzy: 
 
Step one: 
• Make detailed revision notes about a topic on one side of A4 paper  
• Make sure to use lots of keywords 
• Add pictures where appropriate OR annotate a WAGOLL 
 
Step two: 
• Fold over the sheet of paper    
• Using the keywords you have highlighted, create a spider diagram of the information. 
• Make sure you show how the keywords are linked together 
 
Step three:  
• Fold over the paper again 
• Pick 5-6 keywords that sum up the topic and write them down 
 
Step four: 
• Swap over the folded page 
• Add a title and some of the symbols 
 
How to use your folding frenzy resource 
➢ See how much you can remember about a topic using one of the folded layers 
➢ If you need more information you can open it up 
➢ Keep them open/closed at the stage you need 
➢ Revise closed ones once a week 
➢ Open to the spider diagram twice a week 
➢ Fully open three times 
Watch an example of the folding frenzy here: 
https://twitter.com/mrgoodwin23/status/1231964443187335178  
 
Quizzes 
Writing quizzes and testing yourself using them is a great way to check your knowledge and 
engage your brain with important information through a question and answer format. You could 
complete a quiz with multiple choice answers, or a quiz that requires longer written responses. 
If you produce a quiz at the end of a topic, whilst the information is fresher in your mind, it will 
be a great activity to consolidate your 
knowledge. A few weeks or even months later, you can use the same quiz that you have written 
to test how much of the information you can remember. 
Online platforms for writing quizzes: 
Get revising: https://getrevising.co.uk/make/quizzes  
Kahoot: https://kahoot.com/  
Quizziz: https://quizizz.com/  
Google Forms: https://docs.google.com/forms/  
 
 
Planning an exam response 
Having plans for a range of questions is an excellent way to become prepared for your exams. This will allow you to 
have a line of argument established and the evidence you would discuss in your response.  
 
Writing your planned response and marking it 
Having planned a response you can then write it. Try to write your response in the typical time you would have to write it in 
the exam. Either use the marking criteria to assess your response or a subject specialist. Practice responses are more 
effective when you receive feedback to improve.  
Practice papers can be found on exam board websites, the app ‘My past papers’, our exam paper print resource (in 
school) and subject folders in STUDENT SHARED READ (WLA Google Drive). 
 
Suggested subject revision materials: Curriculum route maps can be found on our website https://wla.education/curriculum-route-maps/  
 

Subject: Units to revise: Revision guides 
(suggested): 

Links to revision support: 

Art EXAM  board 
AQA:https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-desi

gn/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification 

N/A This link takes you to all support materials you 
need for your unit 2. These are also available on 

your google classrooms: 
https://wla.education/year-11-art-exam-preparati

on/ 

2 

https://www.mindmeister.com/
https://simplemind.eu/
https://twitter.com/mrgoodwin23/status/1231964443187335178
https://getrevising.co.uk/make/quizzes
https://kahoot.com/
https://quizizz.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/
https://wla.education/curriculum-route-maps/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://wla.education/year-11-art-exam-preparation/
https://wla.education/year-11-art-exam-preparation/


WLA - KS4 Revision Support Document 

Business Component Three 
LA A Promotion  

LA B Financial Records  
LA C Balance Sheets / Break Even  

All students have 
revision books.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z98s
nbk 

Construction    

Digital Information 
Technology 

Exam board: Pearson Edexcel BTEC Tech 
Award 
 
Component 3 - Effective Digital Working 
Practices 
 
Learning Aim A - Modern Technologies 

●​ Modern Technologies 
●​ Impact of Modern Technologies 

 
Learning Aim B - Cyber Security 

●​ Threats to Data 
●​ Prevention & management of threats to 

data 
●​ Policies 

 
Learning Aim C - The Wider implication of 
digital systems 

●​ Responsible Use 
●​ Legal and Ethical 

 
Learning Aim D - Planning & Communication 
in digital systems 

●​ Forms of Notation 
 
Link to the spec from the exam board Pg 35-44 

 

Al students have revision 
guides 

 
Revision Guide 

All lesson on Google Classroom under 
Component 3, with separate learning aims (from 
Learning Aim A to D) 
 
Youtube video from MrBrownCS of the 
Component 3 exam 

Drama    

Engineering Exam Board- Cambridge Nationals - Engineering 
Design Level 1/Level 2 - J822 

 
RO38: Principles of Design Engineering. 
 
All revision document are in Google Classroom- 

 

In Google Classroom 
there is a digital textbook 

to support practice 
papers 

On Google Classroom there are revision videos 
to support the text book 

English Language Exam board: AQA 
 
Language Paper 1 Section A - Reading  

●​ Question 1: List 4 things – 4 marks – 5 
minutes 

●​ Question 2: Language analysis 
(methodology and effect) – 8 marks – 10 
minutes 

●​ Question 3: Structure analysis  – 8 marks 
– 10 minutes 

●​ Question 4: To what extent? Language 
analysis and methodology – 20 marks – 
20 minutes 

Language Paper 1 Section B - Writing 
●​ Question 5: Writing to describe/narrate – 

40 marks – 45 minutes 
 
Language Paper 2 Section A - Reading  

●​ Question 1: choose 4 statements – 4 
marks – 5 minutes 

●​ Question 2: Summarise 2 sources – 8 
marks – 8 minutes 

●​ Question 3: Language analysis 
(methodology and effect) – 12 marks – 12 
minutes 

●​ Question 4: comparing perspectives – 16 
marks – 20 minutes 

Language Paper 2 Section B - Writing  
●​ Question 5: writing to argue/persuade – 

40 marks – 45 minutes 
 
 

GCP GCSE AQA 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE - 
The revision guide 
For the grade 9 - 1 
course 
 
GCP GCSE AQA 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE - 
Exam practice workbook 
For the grade 9 - 1 
course 
 
GCP GCSE AQA 
Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar - The 
study guide 
 
GCP GCSE AQA 
Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar - The 
workbook 

WLA ENGLISH - Revision website 
Revision books, knowledge organisers, models, 
practice papers and walking talking mocks can 
be found on the website, using a WLA Google 
log in: 
https://sites.google.com/westlakesmat.org.uk/wl
a-english-revision-support/home  
 
Mr Bruff 
Mr Bruff is an English teacher with a YouTube 
channel. He has put together a playlist of 
videos, please find 
the video tutorials for language paper 1 below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMhQIX9DC
cQ&list=PLqGFsWf-P-cAlttmXkEvJXCxqT-ZzFq
AN  
 
Please find the video tutorials for language 
paper 2 here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKZ_Tr2Y-C
E&list=PLqGFsWf-P-cB-GSeqYup7PXId4pbldQ
Vq  
Mr Salles  
Also an English teacher with a YouTube 
channel. Here is the video playlist for language 
paper 1: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFRlOIkM1y
M&list=PLQovVw7yuGiJG8GmuvrNISmB08U5s
fURy  
Please find the video tutorials for language 
paper 2 here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=by4PIP6cblc
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&list=PLQovVw7yuGiI2AG1sYMy64zueBxYXw9
_B  
 
BBC teach 
For tips on approaching the creative writing 
question in paper 1, watch the following video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ee-3qumk6E
0  
 
Famous speeches 
For paper 2 Q5, you may be asked to write a 
speech. Watch the following famous speeches 
for inspiration: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIwU-9ZTTJ
c  - Emma Watson, Gender Equality 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP4iY1TtS3s  
- Martin Luther King, 'I have a Dream' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKBR0igDPf
M  - Winston Churchill, 'Blood, Toil, Sweat & 
Tears' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXxdsb6jT7o 
- Malala Yousafzai, 'One book, one pen' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=th5A6ZQ28p
E  - JFK, 'We choose to go to the moon' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5OJ205Md
KI - Mandela, 'I am prepared to die' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lK8gYGg0dk
E - Roosevelt, Infamy Speech 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSpQfvd_zk
E - Viola Davis, Diversity & opportunity 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Mb1Xg48ty
E - Barack Obama's presidential election 
speech 
 
Reading opinion articles 
The title of English Language paper 2 is 
‘Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives’. In section 
A, the reading section, you will need to identify 
the writer’s point of view. In section B, the 
writing section, you will be asked to write a 
piece of non-fiction in which you share your own 
point of view. 
To prepare for this section of the exam, you 
could read opinion articles online. This will allow 
you to practise identifying a writer’s point of 
view. At the same time, it will also inform your 
own opinions. I would recommend looking at the 
‘opinion’ articles on the Guardian website: 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/commentisfree  
 

English Literature Exam board: AQA 
Literature Paper 1 Section A 
Macbeth: one question - 30 marks [plus 4 SPG] 
45 mins 
 
Literature Paper 1 Section B 
A Christmas Carol - 30 marks 45 mins 
 
Literature Paper 2 Section A 
An Inspector Calls - ONE question from a choice 
of 2 -30 marks [+4 SPG] 45 mins 
Literature Paper 2 Section B 
Power and Conflict poetry - ONE named poem 
and another - 30 marks 45 mins 
Literature Paper 2 Section C - Unseen Poetry 
One analysis of unseen poem - 24 marks - 30 
mins 
ONE comparison of two unseen poems - 8 marks 
- 15 mins 

GCP revision guides are 
available online for: 

 
Macbeth  

A Christmas Carol 
An Inspector Calls 
Power and Conflict 

poetry [AQA] 

WLA ENGLISH - Revision website 
Revision books, knowledge organisers, models, 
practice papers and walking talking mocks can 
be found on the website, using a WLA Google 
log in: 
https://sites.google.com/westlakesmat.org.uk/wl
a-english-revision-support/home  
 
 
 

French AQA GCSE French 
Paper 1 - Listening 
Paper 2 - Speaking 
Paper 3 - Reading 
Paper 4 - Writing 

 
 

Speaking Booklets - All 
students have a physical 

copy. 
Digital copies available 
on Google Classroom. 

 
Knowledge organisers 
on Google 0Classroom  

Vocabulary 
Deckademy 

Memrise 
BBC Bitesize 

 
Grammar 

BBC Bitesize 
 

Exam Skills / Revision 
Revision World 

 

Geography Edexcel Geography GCSE spec A 
Paper 1 
Section A UK landscapes - Coasts and river 
landscapes 
Section B Weather hazards and climate change 
Section C Ecosystems biodiversity and 
management 

CGP Revision guide 
Edexcel Geography spec 

A 
Can be purchased 
through school at a 
discount rate. Also 

available are Practice 

WLA Knowledge organisers for all topics in 
this folder on school google drive - student read 

area. 
LINK 

Past papers and mark schemes in student 
google drive 

LINK 
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Paper 2 
Section A - Changing cities 
Section B - Global development 
Section C - Resource management 
Paper 3 
Section A - Rivers fieldwork 
Section B - Keswick fieldwork 
Section C  - UK challenges 

 

question and answer 
books. 

 
Many students have 

already purchased this 
book 

 

PMT revision, past papers and resources 
LINK 

Time for Geography videos - many fantastic 
explainer videos 

LINK 

Health and Social Care Component 3  All students have 
revision books.  

https://quizlet.com/gb/284513513/health-and-so
cial-care-level-2-unit-1-revision-for-exam-flash-c

ards/  

History Pearson Edexcel: 
 

Paper 1  - Medicine Through Time 
Paper 2 - Superpower Relations and the Cold 

War & Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 
Paper 3 - Weimar and Nazi Germany 

CGP Revision guide 
https://www.cgpbooks.co
.uk/secondary-books/gcs
e/humanities/history?srsl
tid=AfmBOop7kas8DA8
O0cYMOE2j-x4OleSbnA
RZJRRZaI08ppPRJbJN

PiPE 
 

The History Department’s Revision Folder 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1A59ScJp

2ezsg-EUHU8qzVPsuGEJvJPiG 
 

Maths Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 
3 Papers , 80 marks each all topics  

Paper 1 Non-Calculator  
Paper 2 Calculator 
Paper 3 Calculator 
Exam Aid frovided 

 
2 Tier entry 

Foundation - grades 1 - 5 
Higher - grades 3-9 

They will need; 
A scientific calculator - 

Casio fx-83GTCW 
A maths set 

 
 

 
All supportive resources can be found on the 

student Google Classroom - which can be 
accessed via the QR code (WLA Google 

accounts only) 

Music Component 3 exam (We are currently working 
through this in lesson) 

N/A All work to be completed in lessons and not at 
home. Personal work such as instrumental 
practice, short composition tasks and DAW 

skills revision are allowed at home.  

PE component 3 exam (we have been covering this 
in lesson) 

"K:\Read\PE\Year 11 
Exam Prep\Revision 

Guide.pptx" 
 

https://amzn.eu/d/7tyAIo
x 
 

All work found in the classroom, and in books.  
 

https://thepeclassroom.com/btec-revision-resou
ces/ 

 
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/second
ary/parents-learners/revision/gcse-revision/pear

son-revise.html 
 

Photography EXAM  board 
AQA:https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-desi

gn/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification 

N/A This link takes you to all support materials you 
need for your unit 2. These are also available on 

your google classrooms: 
https://wla.education/year-11-art-exam-preparati

on/ 

Product Design    

Science (Triple) Exam board: AQA 
Biology 

Paper 1  
Topic 1: Cell Biology, topic 2: Organisation, topic 
3: Infection and Response and topic 4: 
Bioenergetics 
Paper 2  
Topic 5: Homeostasis and Response, Topic 6: 
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution and Topic 7: 
Ecology 
 
Chemistry 
Paper 1: 1. Atomic structure and the periodic 
table 

●​ 2. Bonding, structure, and the properties 
of matter 

●​ 3. Quantitative chemistry 
●​ 4. Chemical changes 
●​ 5. Energy changes 

Paper 2 

●​ 6. The rate and extent of chemical 
change 

●​ 7. Organic chemistry 
●​ 8. Chemical analysis 
●​ 9. Chemistry of the atmosphere 

Biology 
CGP GCSE Biology 

AQA Higher Revision 
Guide 

New GCSE Biology 
AQA Higher Revision 

Guide with CGP 
RevisionHub | CGP 

Books 
Chemistry 

CGP GCSE Chemistry 
AQA Higher Revision 

Guide 
New GCSE Chemistry 
AQA Higher Revision 

Guide with CGP 
RevisionHub | CGP 

Books 
Physics 

CGP GCSE Physics 
AQA Higher Revision 

Guide 
New GCSE Physics 

AQA Higher Revision 
Guide with CGP 

RevisionHub | CGP 

www.physicsandmathstutor.com 
savemyexams.com 

freesciencelesson.co.uk 
Cognito Resources - Past Papers, Mark 

Schemes and Resources 
BBC bitesize 

Seneca 
Tassomai 
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●​ 10. Using resources 

Physics  
Paper 1 

●​ 1. Energy 
●​ 2. Electricity 
●​ 3. Particle model of matter 
●​ 4. Atomic structure 

Paper 2 
●​ 5. Forces 
●​ 6. Waves 
●​ 7. Magnetism and electromagnetism 
●​ 8. Space physics (physics only) 

 

Books 
 

Revision resources are 
also available on 

google drive in student 
read 

GCSE Science - WLA 
Student Shared READ - 

Google Drive 
 

Use your Tassomai tree 
to signpost the topic 
areas to focus upon. 

Science Combined Exam board : AQA 
Paper 1 & paper 2 
4.1 Building blocks 
4.2 transport over larger distances 
4.3 interactions with the environment 
4.4 Explaining change 
Paper 3 & paper 4 
4.5 Building blocks for understanding 
4.6 Interactions over small and large distances 
4.7 Movement and interactions 
4.8 Guiding spaceship Earth towards a 
sustainable future 

Revision guide for 
higher tier 

New GCSE Combined 
Science AQA Higher 
Complete Revision & 

Practice with CGP 
RevisionHub | CGP 

Books 
 

Revision quide for 
foundation tier 

New GCSE Combined 
Science AQA 

Foundation Complete 
Revision & Practice 

with CGP RevisionHub 
| CGP Books 

 
Revision resources are 

also available on 
google drive in student 

read 
GCSE Science - WLA 

Student Shared READ - 
Google Drive 

 
Use your Tassomai tree 

to signpost the topic 
areas to focus upon. 

 

www.physicsandmathstutor.com 
savemyexams.com 

freesciencelesson.co.uk 
Cognito Resources - Past Papers, Mark 

Schemes and Resources 
BBC bitesize 

Seneca 
Tassomai 

 
 

Textiles    

Travel and Tourism Component Three All students have 
revision books.  

https://www.brainscape.com/packs/btec-tech-tra
vel-and-tourism-16977404?origin=genome 
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Revision timetable template: 
Look at the date along the top and then the time in the column. In the blank spaces, write in which subject you are going to revise for and what you are going 
to do to revise. You should try to be as specific as possible. The time is split into 30 minute chunks, so try to keep your revision focused. 
https://www.notion.so/ai Would also support building a revision schedule. 
 

MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  SUNDAY 
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